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SCRIPTURAL PIETY. 



CHAPTER I. 



INTRODUCTION — ^RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE. 



When our Blessed Lord and Saviour wished 
to point out one of the most wonderful things 
which He had brought to pass in this world, He 
said "The poor have tiiie Gospel preached to 
them," Mat. xi, 5. 

The Religion of Jesus Christ is* good and 
merciful to all persons, but it is especially the 
friend of the poor. Thus it is that one day of 
sacred rest is set apart every week, when the 
labourer ceases from his toil^ and has time to 

B. 



4 SCRIPTURAL PIETY. 

think about his soul and prepare for Heaven. 
Then the house of God is open to him, where 
he can go and pray, and hear the word of his 
Heavenly Father read, explained, and preached. 
He may also buy very cheaply, or perhaps obtain 
as a gift, his best adviser and companion, the 
Holy Bible. And if he lives in a very favoured 
place, some good person may visit him at his own 
house, and leave small books, full of useful in- 
struction. If himself, or any of his family, is 
sick, they will be attended to; and his Uttle 
children sent to school, to be brought up accord- 
ing to the commandment, "in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord." Eph. vi, 4. 

All these and many other such blessings were 
never known or thought of before the blessed 
Gospel of the Son of God began to be preached 
in the world. The poor enjoy none of these 
l^enefits in any country where Christianity is 
dfiot known; and they generally experience the 
^greatest measure of these blessings in those 
places where God has been pleased to cause the 
light vOf His Truth to shine the brightest. 
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It would be very well if all persons remem- 
bered always how much they owe, even here 
upon earth, to that blessed religion which the 
Divine Redeemer has brought to them. And 
particularly let any humble inhabitant of the 
lowest cottage read these gracious words which 
the Holy Spirit ordered the Apostle to write — 
"Hearken, my beloved brethren, hath not God 
chosen the poor of this world, rich in faith, and 
heirs of the kingdom which He hath promised 
to them that love Him!" James, ii, 5. Oh! 
what compassion is there in God, who not only 
sends His own Son to seek for and save His poor 
creatures; but also looks into every ones case, 
considers their trials, temptations, and wants, 
and then puts down in His own book the promises 
which He knows they will most need! 

This holy Scripture seems like a light break- 
ing forth in the midst of darkness, sent to give 
comfort to the burthened heart; and to cheer 
with hope the forlorn and miserable scenes 
where sickness, sorrow, and death prevail. There 
are many, no doubt, on whom these yic^As* 'cJl 

b2. 



6 SCRIPTURAL PIETY. 

Grod bxye been fulfilled; some still journeying 
onward, others passed to their rest. Frequently 
the heirs of the kingdom of Heaven, axe little 
noticed upon earth: it is however very useful 
and encouraging when we can discover any hum- 
ble follower of the Saviour, who, though wishing 
to escape observation, still is causing that light 
to shine before men, which glorifies our Heavenly 
Father." Mat. y, 16. 

The following little history, and the reflections 
which accompany it, relate to a poor widow, who 
Ijittle thought that any thing she said or did 
would ever be read by others ; but the Scriptures 
of God are often wonderfully verified. In Mat. 
vi, 3, it is written "When thou doest ahns, let 
not thy left hand know what thy right hand 
doeth: that thine alms may be in secret; and 
thy Father which seeUi in secret. Himself shall 
reward thee openly." 

Now this poor woman, was first made known 
to the Clergyman of a certain town in Yorkshire, 
(who supplied the following particulars) in this 
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manner. She called early one morning at his 
house, and requested the servant to take to her 
master a sovereign, for the benefit of that most 
excellent Society, which sends out Clergymen 
and other christian teachers to instruct the poor 
Heathen in the way of Salvation. When asked 
her name, she declined to give it, and seemed so 
desirous not to be noticed, that she was allowed 
to depart. As soon, however, as the good lady of 
the Clergyman received the message, she endea- 
Voured to find out where her dwelling was, and 
there she went to visit her. The humble woman 
seemed quite surprised that a lady should take 
any interest in her httle affairs, and very properly 
she tried not to talk about herself. At last, very 
slowly, and almost unwillingly, she answered 
the many kind enquiries put to her. Her history 
was short and simple : she had been a servant in 
the family of a relative of the lady who now called 
upon her: during her service she had been very 
prudent, and had saved a small sum of money, 
the interest of which, allowed her, now in her old 
age, four shillings a week. From service she 
married a seaman^ but she had been left a widow 

b3. 
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for some years : she had two sons, one still living 
in the Isle of Shetland with his family, the other 
very lately deceased. She herself resided in a 
small room in an Alms-house or Hospital for Sea- 
mens' widows. From this charity, she only derived 
the benefit of her lodging ; she subsisted on her 
own little saving mentioned above. Her room 
was remarkable for its cleanliness and order, as 
well as poverty. Her dress was the very hum- 
blest, mended and patched all over; but yet so 
clean and neat, as to prove that her poor appear- 
ance was not the effect of negligence, idleness, 
or waste, but of carefulness and frugality. She 
was so modest and so unwilling to speak about 
herself, that many visits were required, before 
her interesting character was discovered. The 
few fragments which had been preserved may 
serve to shew forth that godly simplicity, which 
is the best and rarest form of True Heligion. 

The principles and conduct of Christians de- 
pend very much upon the manner in which their . 
religious knowledge is obtained. It will therefore 
be interesting first to notice by what means this 
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disciple of her Saviour was instructed, and how 
she came to think, feel, and act so correctly and 
scripturally as she did. She lived quite alone: 
her frequent expression was, "you see madam I 
am a lonely woman." It never seemed to have 
occurred to her as a thing possible, that any 
one should wait on her to teach her at home. 
Accordingly in all weather, and at all seasons, she 
regularly attended the divine services which were 
performed by the Clergyman, both on week-days 
and Sundays in the chapel and work-house. And 
when she bad thus waited upon God, accord- 
ing to his commandment, she returned home 
directly, and there all quiet and alone, she tried 
to recollect what she had heard; turning to the 
holy scriptures which had been explained or 
preached upon; striving to understand them 
thoroughly, and apply them to her own case. In 
this she followed a good example ; for Acts xvii, 
11, some of the first and best christians are related 
" to have received the word with all readiness of 
mind, and to have searched the Scriptures daily," 
and thus "many of them believed." It was not 
only after she had been hearing, but often and 

b4. 



10 SCRIPTURAL PIETY. 

regularly did she study the blessed word of God; 
and she found as the Apostle wrote, that word 
" able to make her wise unto salvation." In her 
studies she would often meet with many things 
hard to be understood; but as she was both 
humble and ^lithful, this did not offend or dis- 
courage her. St. Paul told her that "the things 
of the spirit of God are spiritually discerned," 
1 CoR. ii, 14. And St. James gave her these 
comfortable words, **if any of you lack wisdom, 
let him ask of Gtxl, that giveth to all men liberally 
and upbraideth not, and it shall be given him." 
Jahis, i, 5. 

Thus by diligent study, and by praying earn- 
estly, that the Holy Spirit of God would be pleas- 
ed to open her mind, and make her to understand, 
feel, and obey, what she both heard and read; 
**she grew in grace and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour." 

When the glorious God humbles Himself to 
teach us poor creatures. He says "therefore shall 
ye lay up these my words in your heart, and in 
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your 80uL Deut. xi. 18. And accordingly David 
declared "Thy word have I hid in my heart, that 
I might not sin against Thee." Ps. cxix, 11. 
And thus also did this pious woman seem really 
to have embraced the truth with joy, and to have 
laid up the words of God within her inmost heart. 
Her state was truly happy, for her single desire 
was to learn and do the will of her unseen and 
divine Lord; therefore she did not draw attention 
towards herself, but continued her quiet way, as 
she desired, without noise or even observation. 
Her religious conversation was with God; in Him 
she found the wisest councillor and the most con- 
stant friend; always present, always kind, both 
willing and able to assist her in every temptation, 
and comfort ^her in every sorrow. Knowing by 
experience the blessed privilege of communion 
with God, she constantly waited upon Him in His 
own house : and while listening to the instruction 
of His ordained minister, and offering her suppli- 
cations and praise "in the midst of the congre- 
gation,*' she found His promise true, "they that 
wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength." 
Is, xl, 31. And then in private, while declaring 

B 5. 
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her wants, confessing her sins, asking pardon, 
and imploring grace in lonely and fervent prayer, 
she experienced the comfort of that scripture, 
"I am not alone, because the Father is with me." 
John, xvi, 32. 

These feelings and views she plainly express- 
ed, though, as always, very slowly and humbly. 

When she was assured that the pious Clergy- 
man would have been most ready to visit her 
occasionally, she seemed quite surprised at the 
mention of such a favour; she also gave three 
remarkable reasons why she had never requested 
him to call, but had endeavoured to go on her 
own way, through the assistance of the public 
services, and her private devotions. 

"A Clergyman's time,'* she said, "is very 
precious; he has so many great and difficult du- 
ties to perform, that no one should ever interrupt 
him without a very strong reason. Now I enjoy 
the great benefit of his public instructions several 
times a week; this ought to be enough; and if I 
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take him away to call upon me, he must leave 
something which is more necessary, undone. 
It is always my duty to wait upon him, hut I can- 
not expect, nor do I wish him to wait upon me." 
These reflections would naturally arise in the mind 
of this humble and diligent christian; and they 
deserve general attention. It should however be 
observed, that pastoral visits are not only useful, 
but very necessary; and if real improvement be 
desired, the Clergyman and his parishioners may 
derive from them mutual benefit; only let care be 
taken that these visits are conducted on a right 
principle. 

This good woman had learned fix)m her Bible to 
look upon the office of a minister of the Church with 
affection and respect. She read there that they are 
to be accounted "Ambassadors of Christ, and Stew- 
ards of the mysteries of God." In St. Paul's epistle 
to the Thessalonians, v, 12, she found this charge: 
"We beseech you brethren, to know them which 
labour amongst you in the Lord, and admonish 
you, and to esteem them very highly for their 
works' sake.*' But reverence for her minister was 
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also joined to a proper regard for the wants of her 
neighbours; she seemed so unwilling to fill up 
any of the valuable time which some one else 
might need more than herself, that it appeared 
as if she had been meditating upon these words 
of the Apostle to the Philippians, ii, 4. "Look 
not every man on his own things, but every man 
also on the things of others." She was more anx- 
ious to do good than "to get good," to send 
help to the needy, than secure it for herself. 

She might remember that remarkable saying of 
our Lord, " It is more blessed to give than to 
receive." Acts, xx, 35. 

Her second reason was no less striking 
than the former, and was expressed nearly in 
these words. 

"I feel," she said, "that God has been very 
gracious to me — I have so many opportunities of 
receiving good instructions. How many Sundays, 
how many week-days have I been allowed to hear 
the word of God read and preached ; and yet I 
am not what I should be, nor what I might have 
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been — ^I ought to know more, and be for better 
than I am, after all the pains that have been 
taken about such a poor creature. But if, besides 
all that has been done for me in public, I receive 
instructions in private, I am a&aid I shall never 
be able to give a good account of so many bles- 
sings. I wish I could think I had improved 
all that I have heard in the Church — ^I must try 
and make a better use of what I have already 
before I ask for any thing besides ; I am sure I 
am unworthy of any more goodness." And thus 
did this simple woman prove her belief in those 
words of the Lord, "Unto whomsoever much is 
given, of him shall be much required, Luke, xii, 
48. and shewed in a very interesting manner, her 
lowly opinion of herself, and the extraordinary 
tenderness of her conscience. 

The third reason was entirely her own, and 
to be duly felt should have been heard from her 
own lips. I should not be able," she said, "to 
speak properly to a minister of the Gospel. If 
he asked me any thing, perhaps I could not an- 
swer, and I should be always afraid of saying 
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something wrong ; but I have read in this Bible 
that God has sent His own Son, to seek and 
save such poor sinners as myself; and so I hope 
I may even tell Him what I need, and ask Him 
in my poor way, to teach me better, . and to for- 
give me when I ask amiss." Surely this faithfid 
woman had been taught from above, that she 
had an "High Priest, Jesus the Son of God, 
passed into the Heavens, touched with the feel- 
ing of our infirmities; and therefore she should 
come boldly to the throne of grace, that she 
might obtain mercy and find grace to help in 
time of need." Heb iv, 16. 

We have every reason to hope that where 
there is an humble and earnest desire to serve 
Godf that He will give us all necessary instruc- 
tion; "For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro 
throughout the whole earth, to shew Himself 
strong in behalf of those whose heart is perfect 
toward Him." 2 Chr. xvi, 9. Our gracious 
Saviour says expressly, "whosoever shall do the 
will of God shall know of the doctrine." John, 
vii, 17. And when St. Paul begins to preach 
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and inyite people to be Chnstlaiis, he says. 
"Whosoever amoog you feareth Gad, to you 
is the 7}3ord of this salvation sent,^* Acts, xiii, 
26. Indeed the Son of God does not hesitate to 
add, "whosoever ^hall do the will of my Father^ 
which is in HeaveQ, the same is my brother, and 
sister, and mother." Mat. xii, 50. 

According to such proeuses, this simple wo- 
man leamjt those precious truths which "make 
us wise unto Salvation." She knew the begin- 
ning qS. true religion to be this : "God so loved 
the world, that He gave His cmly begotten Son, 
that whosoever helieveth in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting Life." God sent not His 
Son into the world, to condemn the world, but that 
the world through Him might be saved. Yet, 
alas! He was in the world, and the world was 
made by Him, and the world knew Him not. He 
came unto His own and His own received Him 
not. John iii, 16, 17., & i, 10. 

Plow then ican it be that mankind refuse to 
receive their best friend? Why even St. Paul 
says, *'I kjjow thyat io BXe, (tbftt \^ iaa.\SL^ ^'t^^ 
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dwelleth no good thing." Rom. vii, 18. And 
where did the Apostle learn this ? In his Bible, 
by experience, and from his own heart. Above 
five thousand years ago " God saw that the wicked- 
ness of man was great in the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart, was only 
evil continually." Gen, vi. 5. Then again, 
about two thousand eight hnndred and fifty 
years ago, "The Lord looked down from Hea- 
ven upon the children of men, to see if 
there were any that did understand and seek 
God. But they were all gone aside, they were 
altogether become filthy, there was none that did 
good, no not one." Psal, xiv, 2, 3. And then 
the Apostle considers it necessary to repeat the 
same serious words, Rom. iii, 1 0. about one thou- 
sand eight hundred years ago, and to add some- 
thing more to the sad description ; as if to prove 
that the character of mankind was not altered 
for the better, but rather for the worse, as days 
and years rolled away. 

Yet though we were always sinners and 
enemies, Jesus Christ resolved from the first 
that He would come "to be our Saviour; and He 
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repeated this promise by His prophets, and in other 
ways. And at last in due time, the glorious Son 
of God became the Son of man. He lived a per- 
fect life without any sin; yet He suffered ex- 
ceeding and imknown afflictions. "He was 
despised and rejected of men, a man of sorrows, 
and acquainted with grief. He was woimded for 
our transgressions, and bruised for our iniquities; 
the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and 
with His stripes we are healed. All we like 
sheep have gone astray, we have turned every 
one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on 
Him the iniquity of us all." Is. liii. 3, 4, 5, 6. 
And when the most blessed Saviour hmnbled Him- 
self, and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross," Phil, ii, 8. "God was 
in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself; not 
imputing their trespasses imto them. 2 Cor. v. 
19. And "having made peace through the blood 
of the cross, by Christ, He hath reconciled all 
things unto Himself, whether they be things in 
earth or things in heaven." CoL. i, 20. 

But this is not all; pur gracious Bedeemer 
not only dies for us, but also rises a^^xv ^^^"^Kv^ 
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body from the tomb in which it was laid, and 
thus He conquers our great enemy. And then He 
ascends up with His human nature to the very 
presence of Grod; and He obtains for us, a most 
precious blessing, which He often promised. Thus 
the Holy Spirit comes forth to help us, and when 
any one is to be saved, that blessed Being caus- 
es the soul to be bom again. John, iii, 3. And 
"being turned from darkness to light, and made 
new creatures," we are placed, as it were, in the 
way of salvation. 

All' these doctrines thb pious woman learnt - 
from her Bible; and her own conscience bore 
witness of their truth. Then again she read, " not 
by works of righteousness which we have done, 
but according to His mercy, God saveth us, by 
the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost, which He shed on us abimdandy 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour." Tit. iii, 5, 6. 
" For by grace ye are saved, through faith, and 
that not of yourselves ; it is the gift of God; not 
of works, lest any man should boast." Ep. ii, 8, 9. 
Yet though she felt all this to be the truth, she was 
not the less but more anxious and delighted to do 
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every good thing. Indeed it could not be other- 
wise, for "the love of Christ constrained her;" 
and the Holy Spirit inclined and helped her; 
and so she delighted in the service of God. 
"Being made free from sin, and become the 
servant of God, she had her fruit unto holiness. 
Rom. vi, 22. She was in that delightful state 
"that she felt the love of God to consist in 
keeping His commandments, and she found His 
commandments not to be grievous." 1 John, v, 3. 
She knew "that they which have believed in God 
ought to be careful to maintain good works." 
Titus, iii, 8. And her own heart responded to 
those Scriptures which told her that "the Saviour 
loved her and gave Himself for her, that He might 
redeem her from all iniquity, and purify her 
unto Himself, as one of His peculiar people, 
zealous of good works." Titus, ii, 14. And 
thus she was not satisfied with doing a little now 
and then for her Lord. "Unto her much had 
been forgiven and much given, and therefore 
she loved much," and considered her whole life 
as the property of God. 

c. 
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She had happily learned both to believe and 
rejoice in those inspired words, " Christ died for 
all, that they which live should not henceforth live 
unto themselves, but unto Him that died for them 
and rose again. 2 Cor. v, 15. "Ye are not 
your own for ye are bought with a price ; therefore 
glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which 
are God's.'' 1 Cor. vi, 19, 20. 

Such were the religious principles of this sim- 
ple christian; and her piety was shewn directly in 
her conduct. It never seemed to occur to her 
that the truths of God could be received and not 
obeyed. In her case there was a close, and as it 
were, a natural connexion between faith and prac- 
tice. Just as an infant who is well throws about 
his arms and legs and shows his health by his acti- 
vity, so did she prove her creed by her conduct. 
The one followed the other as a matter of course. 
Neither the infant nor herself argue about it; I 
believe so and so, and I must do so and so : but 
as a good tree will bring forth good fruit, so true 
religion must produce holy dispositions and vir- 
tuous actions. It was observed in her, that she 
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had no idea in her mind, like believing and not 
doing. Such a notion as profession without prac- 
tice, never seemed to have occurred to her simple 
heart. Indeed the profession she made was chief- 
ly that of the pious Elizabeth, ** she walked in all 
the commandments and ordinances of the Lord, 
blameless." Luke, i, 6. And her diffidence and 
humility induced her to conceal those virtues 
which, for the sake of others, we could wish had 
been more fully known. There are, however, a 
few remarkable and interesting features in her 
character that should be noticed, as they serve to 
shew the nature of "pure and undefiled religion.*' 
The principles were hidden in her heart; they 
were discovered and proved by the plain and 
certain evidences of her thoughts and feelings, 
words and actions. 
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CHAPTER II. 



SIMPLICITY HUMILITY. 



We may first observe her simplicity. How 
very earnestly does our Lord speak upon this 
subject! "Verily I say unto you, except ye be 
converted and become as little children, ye shall 
not enter the kingdom of God." Mat. xiii, 3. 
Our natural character, especially when we have 
been long practiced in the world, is any thing but 
simple and child-like, it is often very deep, con- 
triving, suspicious, and false. Our Saviour says 
this must be quite altered if we hope to be ad- 
mitted to heaven. It seemed that this happy 
change had taken place in this good woman ; 
she saw truths and duties in a plain and clear 
manner, and as soon as she discovered them, she 
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tried directly, and without changing them at all, 
to follow and fulfil them. There was not any 
thing like double dealing either in her mind or in 
her conduct ; no attempt to deceive herself or to 
deceive others ; all was straightforward, upright, 
and sincere. This was seen in many little things, 
(for it is the small matters which occur every day, 
that try peoples' character) and it will be discov- 
ered in many of her answers and conduct men- 
tioned above, and afterwards. 

This child-like conduct was particularly shewn 
in her innocent reliance upon the word of God. 
She was asked whether she was not sometimes 
tried and tempted, and whether she did not find 
it very difficult to continue in the narrow way of 
life. She answered that certainly sometimes she 
was cast down, and almost inclined to fear that 
she might be forsaken. Then after a short pause, 
laying her hand upon the open Bible, she added 
**But this is God's own word; we must not 
doubt what the Lord says : surely it would be a 
sin to disbelieve what He Himself promises." 
And so her faith and hope seemed to revive a^^vss.. 
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Now in this there was no argument, no long rea- 
soning; she did not want all the discussions of 
learned men to strengthen her trust in God. 
"Perfect love casteth out fear." 1 John, iv, 18. 
"He that belie veth on the son of God, hath the 
witness in himself.'* 1 John, v, 10. "As a 
new-bom -babe she desired the sincere milk of 
the word, and she grew thereby." 1 Pbter, ii, 2. 
She took the scriptures in their plain literal mean- 
ing ; she loved God and heartily strived to serve 
Tlim; she was earnest in prayer, and diligent in 
her obedience to His commands. Her conscience 
bore witness that she was sincere. God therefore 
might bless her with peace of mind — ^and she 
could read, "The Lord is faithful. Who shall esta- 
blish you and keep you from all evil." 2 Thes, 
iii, 3. And she might meditate on those consola- 
tory words with which St. Jude ends his Epistle. 
"Now unto Him that is able to keep you from 
falling, and to present you faultless before the 
presence of His glory, with exceeding joy. To 
the only wise God, our Saviour, be glory and 
majesty, dominion and power, both now and 
for ever, Amen." 
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In this and other mstances, she shewed that 
she had prayed for and received that '' single 
eye" so much commended by our Lord. And if 
any one, observing her calm and peaceM manner, 
had enquired^ "How can these things be? " 
she might almost have answered in the very 
words of St. Paul, 2 Cor. i, 12. "Our rejoicing 
is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in 
simplicity and Godly sincerity, not with fleshly 
wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have had 
our conversation in the world." 

We should next observe her humility — ^This 
was shewn in the very looks and manners of this 
true follower of the Lord. From her lips "boast- 
ing was excluded." - And she formed so low 
an opinion of herself, that a little attention or 
kindness firom any one, seemed quite to surprise 
her: — ^While in the pi'esence of God, or when- 
ever she alluded to her religious state, she spoke 
and acted as a penitent and a sinner. Now this 
was a very needful, perhaps the most needful part 
of the Christian character, which was to be form- 
ed of her : for let us remember what the glorious 

c 4. 
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God solemnly affinns. ^'Thus aaith the High 
and Lofty one, that inhabiteth etemitjy whose 
name is Holy; I dwell in the High and Edj 
place, with him also that is of a contrite and 
humble spirit.'* Isaiah, Ivii, 15. This temper 
of mind was also chosen by our SayiouTy out of 
all the other graces which adorned His own char- 
acter, and it was formally proposed to His Dis- 
ciples for their imitation, when he uttered 
those kind words: **Come unto me all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden and I will give you 
rest: take mi/ yoke upon you and learn qfmSy 
for I am meek and lowly in hearty and ye shall 
find rest unto your souls." Mat. xi, 28, 29. 

Indeed the Apostle recommends Christians 
"to be clothed with humility," to put it on as their 
dress and ornament; adding, for "God resi stet 
the proud and giveth grace to the humble." 1 Pet. 
V, 5. Now poor people are oflen very proud: 
and some that think themselves religious, shew 
plainly, that they have not learned this first lesson 
of their Saviour. The writer has met with more 
persons than one, who could talk very boldly 
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about what they called knowing God, and the 
work of grace, when alas! there was too much 
reason to recall those words of the Apostle, " their 
foolish heart was darkened." Rom. i, 21. "Seest 
thou a man wise in his own conceit? There is 
more hope of a fool than of him." Pro v. xxvi, 
12. So also, instead of being thankful for any 
favor they may receive, many poor people seem 
to care little or nothing about it; and take the 
benefits that are freely bestowed, as if they were 
a right. True Christians never do this; they 
know themselves, and know what they deserve. 
Where there is pride, we may be sure there is 
ignorance — wherever there is the best knowledge, 
there is found humility. 

The good woman whose character we are now 
examining, had learned that she was a sinner: 
and this truth being in her heart, it made her 
have very lowly feelings about herself in all re- 
spects. Any thing seemed to her good enough, 
and more than she deserved: thus she was con- 
tented and grateM, and '^humbling herself under 
the mighty hand of God, she could cast all her 

c5. 
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care upon Him." She found this disposition ac* 
companied with many blessings, and that promise 
so remarkably repeated, (viz. 1 Pet. iv, 5, and 
James iv, 6,) " God giveth grace to the humble," 
was verified in her; for "though the Lord be 
high, yet hath He respect unto the lowly ^^ and 
the ^'^meek He foill guide in judgment; the 
meek He mill teach His way." PsAi^ic , czxxviii, 
G-— xxy, 9. 



CHAPTER III. 



INDUSTRY— ORDER— CLEANLINESS — ^ECONOMY. 



Another interesting feature in the christian 
character of this good woman appeared one daj, 
when she was found mending some very old and 
torn clothes ; she was asked if they were her own, 
and other kind questions were put to her ahout 
her poverty; when at last it was discovered that 
she was constantly in the hahit of filling up all 
her spare time in knitting stockings, or patching 
and arranging the ragged dresses of some children 
of a poor neighbour. When she was pressed on 
this point, she confessed that she considered it 
a bounden duty to be usefully employed ; indeed 
her strong expressions shewed that she felt idle' 
ne99 to he a very great sin. 
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Any one who knows the Bible well, will imme- 
diately think of that excellent person named 
Boreas, at whose death there was so much sor- 
row, while "the widows stood by weeping and 
showing the coats and garments which she- made 
while she was with them. Acts ix, 30. Dorcas 
was indeed raised by the power of God entrusted 
to St. Peter. We hope that she, with one who . 
followed her example, will obtain "a better resur- 
rection," in that day when such good and faithful 
works will be remembered: for though here "they 
were not recompensed, they shall be recompensed 
at the resurrection of the just. Luke xiv, 14. 
We must not however suppose, that these willing 
labours were done merely for hope of reward. 
No! a Christian feels constrained (the word of 
the Apostle) that is as it were, forcibly compelled 
"to work while it is day, knowing that the night 
com^th, when no man can work.*' Moreover, 
" true charity, that most excellent gift had been 
poured into her heart by God,*' and she could 
not be happy and useless ; and so when she 
finished what was right and needful for herself 
she turned her hand to do what good she was able 
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for her poor neighbour. Perhaps some one may 
be surprised that she should think this necessary; 
but let it be remembered, this woman learned her 
religion fix)m the Bible. There she would read, 
Prov. xiv, 23. "In all labour there is profit; 
but the talk of the lips tendeth only to penury: 
and xxviii, 19. "He that tilleth his land shall 
have plenty of bread, but he that folloiveth after 
win persona shall have poverty enough J*^ She 
obeyed these words in their plain meaning. She 
did not spend her time in talking and keeping 
company with, and running after idle, foolish, 
gossiping people; and what time she saved in this 
manner, she spent in useful emplojrment. But, 
if again it should appear to any one, too much to 
require one very poor person to work for another, 
after she had hardly earned her own bread; again 
we go to the Scriptures, and there we read this 
precept, given to every one "who had learned 
Christ, and been renewed in the spirit of his 
mind : " "Let him labour working with his hands 
the things that is good, that he may have to give 
to him that needeth." Eph. iv, 28. It is thus 
we find there is no morality like that which 



34 SCftlPTURAL PIETY. 

comes from the word of God; and all who do 
learn their religion there, become " not slothful 
in business hut fervent in spirit ^ serving the 
Lord,'' RoM. XII, 11. 

There are other virtues also, which are gene- 
ne rally found as the companions of industry, 
namely — order ^ cleanliness, and economy: these 
four are the happy guests which true religion 
brings into the houses of the poor. What dirt and 
confiision and waste we see in some cottages! 
every right minded person would wish to correct 
such evils. Now how shall we do this most 
effectually? Certainly by putting the minds 
and the hearts of the inhabitants into a proper 
and orderly state. Religion can do this. An 
ungodly man's feelings, thoughts, and actions, are 
all wrong and out of course : one day he may 
seem to do better than another day; but it is 
all uncertain — ^you never know how or where you 
may find him. Different passions are striving 
for the mastery within — ^now one, now another 
prevails, and when he can and dares, he will 
indulge himself. He cannot always be idle or he 
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would starve; and many other bad things he fears 
to do for his credit's sake, but there is no sure, 
safe principle in him, on which you can rely, until 
he becomes religious. 

When the good woman, whose case we are 
now considering was a servant, she often used 
to see her fellow-servants wasting, and even 
throwing away pieces of fish, or any thing else 
not very dear: she could not bear it, and she 
often said to them, the time would come, when 
they who wasted would want what they wasted. 
And the reason why she was now not forced to 
go to the parish for relief, but could live in a 
state of honest independence, was, that she had 
always been economical. And where did she 
learn this? Why does not the wisdom of God 
tell any of us, who will read it, ** He that is 
slothful in his work, is brother to him that is 
a great waster J*^ Pro v. xviii, 9. Idleness 
and waste constantly go together, when poor 
people will not follow the advice of their best 
friend. 

Let us also think again of that %XTi^\Ci% 
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example of our Lord himself. Once when a 
great multitude, as many as five thousand per- 
sons were collected round Jesus Christ, listen- 
ening to His preaching, having been a long 
time with Him, they became very weary and 
hungry: our merciful and gracious Saviour asked 
what there was for them to eat, and He was told 
only five Loaves and two Fishes. Jesus said, 
"make them sit down'* and then He blessed the 
food and ordered it to be given to every one of 
them; and while His disciples were handing it 
about, it multiplied so, that these few loaves and 
fishes quite satisfied all the five thousand persons. 
When all was over our Lord said seriously to 
His disciples "gather up the fragments that re- 
main, that nothing be lost." John, vi, 12. They 
did so, and filled twelve baskets with pieces, which 
might serve for the dinner of many a poor hungry 
creature. 

Now why did our kind Saviour think so much 
about this broken meat? We see that He in- 
creased the food by His own power, when and as 
He pleased : of course He could again supply as 
many as He liked, without these fragments of 
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bread and fish. So He could also bring to us every 
day, all that we want, without any exertion of our 
own. " He openeth His hand, and filleth all 
things living with plenteousness." Psal, cvlv, 
15. And if He thought proper, we might receive 
out of his fulness" directly, and that without 
sowing, ploughing, reaping, or any labour. It 
would be as easy to God, if it was a^s good for us. 
But our Creator and Eedeemer has considered 
what we are, and what is really for our benefit, 
when He requires us to work that we may have 
food and clothing, and lodging. Regular employ- 
ment is necessary, if it were merely to keep peo- 
ple out of the way of evil. As it is, with them- 
selves and families to provide for, many men and 
women also, often seem to have too much time 
upon their hands; and so often they are seen 
standing at their doors, or lounging about at the 
street comer; and it would be well if this was all. 
But the fiict is, that ''Satan finds some mis- 
chief still, for idle hands to do.'' 

It is very seldom after a fair or an holiday, that 
there is not more wickedness to repent of, and 
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more sad effects of intemperance to lament oyer 
than there was the day before : now this plainly 
proves, that when people have nothing to do 
but please themselves, they become their own wont I 
enemies. If every person was truly pious and 
virtuous, there would be less danger in leaving 
them to spend all their time as they liked. But, 
since Scripture and experience both shew, that 
there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth 
goody and sinneth not^^ Ecc. vii, 20, and since 
very many are openly immoral and profligate 
therefore the best thing that could happen to them, 
is to be bound down to some regular work, and so 
kept out of harm's way. There are many poor 
starving wives and ragged children, that have 
reason to thank God when their husband and 
father is employed, and who dread above all 
thjngs, the pay-day and the idleness that often 
follows it. By carrying on steady business, which 
he cannot well leave, a man's mind is kept en- 
gaged and is therefore less exposed to temptation. 
He is also taught to restrain his own inclinations, 
and to acquire a habit of patience and diligence 
and submission. All this is very useful for him 
both as a neighbour, subject, and servant of God. 
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Whereas, if all the idle people in the world could 
live without labour, they certainly would not live 
long ; they would first ruin their own tempers and 
health, and then beggar their children and wives, 
and then fight, and it would be well if they did 
not kill their companions. It is difficult enough, 
even now, when so many are busily employed 
every day, and thus forced as it were, out of the 
way of temptation and harm, to preserve even 
outward order and decency. But if instead of 
this, all mankind were let loose upon the earth, 
tearing and drinking, and swearing and gaming, 
as we see sometimes once a year, when a feast- 
day comes round, this world would be past 
living in. 

The well-disposed and evil-disposed too, have 
reason every day to bless God, that He has made 
it a law for man, which no power can alter; "In 
the sweat of thy face, shalt thou eat bread.'* Gen. 
iii, 19, This our merciful Redeemer knows is 
for our benefit; therefore He first ordered it, and 
always has continued it to this day : and in like 
manner He would teach us for our own good, to 
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be frugal, careftil, and economical. When, there- 
fore Christ ordered the fragments to be gathered, 
He meant to leave us this lesson ; that no person j 
not even the most powerful and the richest^ is 
ever to waste any thing. It is very imrong in 
all, and particularly foolish in the poor to do 
SO: and most wicked in servants to squander 
their master's property in this manner^ The 
Scriptures possitively command servants to do 
their duty, " not with eye-service as men-pleas- 
ers, but as the servants of God, doing the will of 
God from the heart." Ep. vi, 6. 

What then is that "one thing needful," to 
bring comfort and happiness into all families? 
We cannot hesitate to say true, simple, and prac- 
tical religion; as any one would have confessed 
had they seen the clean, tidy, careful conduct of 
this good christian. It is delightful to go into a 
small lowly cottage, and see the clean floor, the 
bright furniture, all the plates in order; the mug 
full of flowers, on a little table on the dresser; 
perhaps some pots of plants in the window ; the 
children, not rolling in the sand, but doing some 
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little useful turn, and the mother seated at her 
neat work. It does one's heart good, to see how 
equally comfort is divided, and that God can give 
peace of mind and real happiness to any who 
truly love and serve him. In this respect " the 
rich and the poor meet together; the Lord is the 
maker of them all." Pro v. xxii, 2. 



d2. 



CHAPTER IV. 



DISINTERESTEDNESS-^ABSENCE OF SELFISHNESS. 



Another striking feature in the character we 
are now considering, was disinterestedness y or 
the absence of selfishness. The Apostle gives 
this advice, "Be not wise in your own conceit." 
HoM. xii, 16. And let nothing be done through 
strife or vain glory, but in lowliness of mind,- let 
each esteem others better than themselves." Ph. 
ii, 3. Oh ! how much unhappiness would be put 
an end to, in many a street and village, and fam- 
ily, if these simple Scriptures were fv.Uy obeyed. 
Many persons in the circumstances of this poor 
widow, seem never tired of thinking and talking 
about themselves, and every thing they can pos- 
sibly get, they seem to feel so much clear gain: 
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;lien, if a neighbour has received any Httle bene- 
(it, they are angry because they are passed over, 
ivhile they ahnost seem to imagine, that, what is 
jiven to another is lost to themselves. How very 
iiflferent to this common conduct were the feel- 
ings and actions of this good woman; she was 
not **wise in her own conceit," for, as we have 
seen above, she would scarcely allow herself to 
be a christian at aU; and so sensible was she of 
lier own ignorance, that she scarcely dared to 
speak her opinions. She was not always thinking 
what others would say of her, or how she might as 
it were, get beycmd them; she had no little ambi- 
tion, no "vain glory," and therefore no "strife or 
^nvyings." But really, she seemed to imagine 
ilmost any one more worthy than herself; and 
so it came to pass, that she thought and felt more 
br her poor neighbours, than she did even for 
liw own comfort and benefit. This was plainly 
Been on many occasions, and especially when the 
kind lady who discovered how very poor she was, 
md how much she needed certain little comforts 
in her old age, offered to put her name on a 
charitable list, by which she would have received 

b3. 
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some broth, and some articles of clothing. This 
she respectfully and firmly declined, and by 
what she said, it was plain that she had got those 
words of God into her heart, "Let no man 
seek his own, but every man another' a good'' 
1 Corinth, x, 24. " Charity aeeketh not 
her own,** xiii, 5. 

As for receiving any relief from the parish, she 
considered it would have been a sin little short 
of robbery. Though if poor people generaUy, 
had the same right principles, as well as the same 
care^l industrious conduct, she had; no doubt 
the poor rates would be less than half what they 
have been. How very foolish and ignorant are 
the owners of land and farmers, and other persons 
of property, when they shew themselves indiffer- 
ent to the religious education, and instruction of 
the poor; why, if they knew their own interest, 
they would understand, that the shortest way to 
save their pockets is to get those they employ, 
and must support to be true christians. What 
short-sighted narrow-minded beings are men 
without religion: they think they are acting for 
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beir own benefit, when often they are preparing 
be greatest evil for themselves, and those who 
ome after them. 

Now the pious woman whose character is be- 
3re us, not only followed that precept, "Look 
lot every man on his own things, but every man 
Iso on the things of others; Phil, ii, 4, but 
he went much further. For since she was too 
loor to do any thing for others, without depriving 
lerselfy she did not hesitate ; as a christian she 
Lnew what her Lord had said to her, "If any one 
vill come after me, let him deny himself, and 
ake up his cross daily, and follow me." Luke, 
X, 23. This scripture like others, she took in 
ts plain meaning, and she followed it in this 
nanner. She gradually stinted herself in bread, 
ind her other simple food, until she found the 
mallest quantity she could live upon, and it 
eemed too certain that she allowed herself less 
ban was needful for her health and age. When 
he kind lady spoke to her once, about a little 
>iece of meat as likely to do her good, she 
uras forced unwillingly to confess that she sel- 

b4. 
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dom permitted herself such an indulgence ex- 
cept may be once a fortnight, when her weak- 
ness seemed positively to require it. 

Oh! if this little book should ever meet the 
eye c^one whom Grod has blessed with abimdance, 
and who, '' clothed in purple and fine linen, hres 
sumptuously every day," let the sacrifice which 
this humble woman made, be seriously consid- 
ered. The thing itself may appear trifling, but 
^^she did what she could." Is there not more 
moral dignity and elevation of character exhibited 
in such an act of self denial, than in many a 
vaunted deed of warrior or patriot which the 
pages of history record, and succeeding genera- 
tions admire? And if it be enquired whence 
such disinterested and enlaiged charity could 
arise? There is but one reply. The religion of 
the son of God had possession of her heart; 
and the love of Christ constrained this poor 
woman to do the very little which she could for 
the glory of Him "who had loved her* and given 
Himself for her." Indeed! if we do admire 
benevolent affecticms and charitable ccmduct, that 
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we may attain even these, we should go learn 
of Him who in His word exhorts; "Put on, 
therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, 
bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, 
meekness, ' long suffering, forbearing one ano- 
ther, forgiving one another, if any man have a 
quarrel against any ; even as Christ forgave you, 
so also do ye. And above all these things put 
on charity, which is the bond of perfectness." 
CoL. iii, 12, 14. 

The writer of these lines was once travelling 
with a certain eminent person, who was going 
to London, to take office with the present Gov- 
ernment. The Mail, which travelled with great 
n^idity, stopped once for dinner; .the gentleman 
alluded to, though evidently very hungry, after 
snatching one morsel of food, received &om his 
servant a Newspaper, which he continued to 
read, quite abstracted from all other thingli, imtil 
he was summoned to continue his journey. And 
as the writer resumed his place opposite to this 
striking example of the engrossing power of earth- 
ly pursuits, he remembered the expression of Job. 

D 5, 
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*'I have esteemed thy words (Oh! God,) more 

than my necessary food.** Job xxiii, 12. Now 

though he knew "that the children of this world, 

are in their generation, wiser than the children 

of light,** yet he indulged a faint hope, that some 

day, he might find similar devotion, in a true 

christian. On first hearing the little fact just 

related, he was rejoiced to have proved, that 

religion is sometimes as powerful as worldliness. 

Yes, it is true, that there was once a poor widow, 

who did so highly esteem the word of God, that 

in order to send the Bible, and the teachers of 

it, to those who have not this blessing, she 

cheerfully deprived herself of her necessary 

food. There lived one thousand eight himdred 

years ago, a poor widow, who gave to the ser\'ice 

of God, "two mites, which make a farthing;" 

and the kind commendation of our Lord is read 

at this day: Mark xii, 41. There was another 

humble woman who gave to her Saviour all she 

could, a box of very precious ointment, which 

in faith she had kept and poured on Him for 

his burial; and according to the promise of Christ, 

" wheresoever this gospel is preached, in all the 
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world, there also this, which that woman did, 
is told for a memorial of her." Mat. xxvi, 13. 
And so we may hope that on the day which is 
fast approaching, the simple act recorded in this 
book, when it has perhaps been forgotten on 
earth, will be remembered by Him who has gra- 
ciously declared, "Whosoever shall give you a 
cup of water to drink, in my name because ye 
belong to Christ, verily I say to you, he shall 
not lose his reward." Mark, ix, 41. 



CHAPTER V. 

CHRISTIAN DISPOSITIONS — ^PBACBABLB ACTIVITY- 
CONTENTMENT — THANKFULNESS. 



The simple description which the Apostle 
gives of the life of our blessed Saviour, is this: 
**He weot about doing good; ** and thus we find 
that all His true disciples, in every age and coun- 
try, endeavour, according to their ability, to follow 
his gracious example. Those who are raised 
above the fear of want, and abundantly provided 
for, may generally, without much difficulty, thus 
imitate their Lord. But when the poor attempt 
to do good to their fellow creatures, it requires 
self-denial, frugality, patience, and strong princi- 
ple to carry them through their difficult work. 
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When, therefore, we see any lowly follower of 
Christ thus treadmg in His steps, we should re- 
joice in the evidence thus given to the power of 
true religion. Yet, at the same time, it should be 
remembered, that it is less difficult to perform 
charitable actions, than to acquire charitable 
dispositions: — ^it is far easier to to do good, than 
to he good. 

In these days particularly, there is oflimes 
reason to fear, lest a bustling noisy activity, 
should silence the still small voice of conscience, 
and render distasteftd the examination of the heart. 
It is quite possible to talk and be employed much 
about religious things and yet not be religious. 
And here again as usual the Holy Scriptures lead 
us directly to the truth:— "Though I bestow all 
my goods to feed the poor," says the Apostle, 
"and give my body to be burned, and have not 
charity, it profiteth me nothing. 1 Cor. xiii, 3. 
Great benefits may be conferred upon others, and 
immense sacrifices may be made, yet, if the mo- 
tives be not pure, and if Christian principle do 
not direct the practice, the mere action itself is 
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little worth. It is then very important^ that we 
should examine closely th<s state of our hearts, 
our tempers, our habits^ and inclinations^ as weQ 
as our outward conduct. We can easily see 
what we do^ but our thoughts and feelings aie oat 
of sight, and they may continue very wraogt 
almost without our knowing it, unless we look 
closely into them. As however, they aie the 
springs that move our conduct, and yet are so 
often overlooked, we should be the more careM 
and diligent in examining what is thus hidden m 
our hearts. St. Paul in his epistle to the GaIiI* 
TioNS, V, 22, has mentioned the chief features d 
the christian character — ^Love, joy, peace^ long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, fidth (or fidelity. 
Titus, ii, 10) meekness, temperance, (or mode- 
ration in all things.) What a list of calm, quiet, 
patient virtues is here ! No noise, no bustle, no 
display. It is possible, even a serious person 
may be surprised, that these nine dispositions or 
states of the heart and conduct, have been chosen 
above all others, and entered in the Bible; yet, 
if the question were put to the Apostle himself, 
he might perhaps reply, that it is almost more 
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necessary to be taught what we must hear^ than 
7chat we must do; since it is often more difficult 
to suffer than to act aright, 

St. Paul, as an enlightened and experienced 
man knew that an)' religion, which was really to 
benefit such beings as we are, must produce in 
us precisely those affections, and that conduct 
here described. And as this state of mind is not 
natural, but in many respects quite contrary to 
what we most like and practice, it was the more 
necessary plainly to describe it. Also since the 
virtues here mentioned are not apt to command 
much attention, or even when observed to attain 
much praise in a busy careless world, it was the 
more requisite that Christians should be able to 
read what kind of character is really pleasing to 
God. And thus the Holy Spirit brought these 
truths to the Apostle's mind, and also ordered 
hiin to write down, that these heavenly disposi- 
tions are His own divine work. Wherever they 
really exist, the same Almighty power which at 
first moved on the creation, and called darkness 
out of light, and order out of confusion, has been 
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present and active. We therefore humbly hope 
that the good woman whose history we are now 
considering, had experienced this gracious influ- 
ence; for it was observed by those who knew her, 
not only that she was delighted to do all the 
good within her power, but also, that her heart 
was filled with love or charity. She was dis- 
posed to feel kindly to all mankind; she never 
pronounced a severe judgement, even on those 
who seemed most to deserve it: her feelings 
were not blunted either by her own poverty, or 
the poor return which she received for the fevors 
she did to others. 

Some of the clothes she undertook freely to 
mend for the ragged children, were so dirty, she 
could not bear to handle them ; she mildly sent 
them back, and merely requested they might be 
cleaned a little, and then she would continue 
her work. Character is tried by little things.— 
Many a commander of armies has not been able 
to govern his own spirit. (Pro v. xvi, 32.) And 
perhaps there is scarcely any proof of real piety 
so satisfactory, as a "patient continuance in well 



I 
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y." (Bom. ii, 7.) in small matters. There 
) one at hand to look on and admire — ^there 
)thing great or noble about it — ^noplace for 
5 or other false principle to work. Though 
jfore, what has been mentioned may seem 
3g, an acute observer of conduct and motives 
perceive that feature of christian charity, 
1 by the Apostle, "not easily provoked, suf- 
g long and kind." Here again we cannot 
)erceive the depth of knowledge and wisdom 
oly Scripture. And if we continue the same 
ige (1 Cor. xiii, 4.) we read, that christian 

or heart-felt charity "enviethnot; vaunt- 
lot itself; is not puffed up; doth not behave 
.'unseemly; seekethnother own; thinkethno 

rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in 
ruth; beareth all things; hopeth all things." 
kt a delightful character is here described! 
i had all desired and prayed for, and obtained 
"excellent gift of charity," what a change 
d be produced in every house, and through- 
the whole family of man. But, alas! it is 
here and there we find a person thus truly 
led: and when we do discover such a case. 



it is considered remarkable ; and secretly, by 
scarcely believed. 

Yet, let us remember that our gracious Sa 
invites us all to put on this very character, 
promises to form it within us, by Hia own 
Spirit. If, then, we can trace any of these tee 
in one of His disciples, we should rejoice t 
serve them closely ; for they prove His pow 
still with us, and they may teach us not only 
we ought to be, but what we might bet 
Surely this good woman's heart, (to use 
Apostle's own form of words,) " was cast i 
mould of this scripture." Yet we must be ca 
to give the praise where it is due, St. Pau 
claims, "by the grace of Gfod I am what ] 
and His grace which was bestowed upon me, 
not in vain; but I labour more abundantly 
they all; yet, not I, but the grace of God v 
was in me." I Cor. xv, 10. These an 
feelings of a christian, who " knows that in 
self, that is in his flesh, dwelleth no good th 
and therefore is very careful, "that he who | 
eth, should glory in the Lord." 
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There still remain other interesting featui'es 
of character, which ought not to be passed over 
without notice. The next which should be men- 
tioned may properly be termed her peaceable ac- 
tivitf/. It is very rarely indeed that the christian 
tempers and virtues are so happily blended, that 
the same person is quiet, retired, and unobtrusive, 
as well as zealous and vigorous in doing good. Yet 
this is precisely "the conversation which becom- 
eth the gospel of Christ." And it might surprise 
some persons, not well acquainted with the Bible, 
to meet with so many precepts and warnings as 
are there written, in order to make people at once 
diligent and also quiet. For instance, St. Paul 
writes to Titus, iii, 8, 9, 14. "This is a faithful 
saying, and these things I will that thou affirm 
constantly, that they which have believed in God, 
might be careful to maintain, good works. These 
things are good and profitable unto men; but 
avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, and con- 
tentions, and strivings about the law, for they are 
unprofitable and vain. And let our (Disciples) 
also learn to practice honest trades, for necessary 
uses, that they be not unfruitful," (but able to 
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assist others.) What good sound sense, (if we 
may so speak) is there in these verses f The 
inspired teacher here directs that professing chiil- 
tians be exhorted to prove their religion, by their 
diligence in doing good : that they are to avoid aB 
useless argiunents and discussions about deep 
doctrine, which probably they may not under- 
stand ; and lest want of employment should lead 
them, as it often does, to be busy about vain 
things, he advises them all to be engaged in doing 
something useful, both for their own benefit, and 
for the good of others. 

True religion, as it is learned from the Bible, 
does not encourage high flown feelings, nor raise 
its disciples, as it were, to walk over the heads of 
their neighbours; but it brings them down to do 
all their duties, "not with eye service, as men 
pleasers, but as the servants of Christ, doing the 
will of God from the heart, with good will, doing 
service as to the Lord, and not to men." Ep. vi, 
6, 7. Thus in the 1 Thes. iv, 11. "We be- 
seech you brethren, that t/e study to he quiets and 
to do your own business , and to work with your 
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own hands, as we command you, that ye may 
walk honestly towards them that are without, and 
that ye may have lack of nothing." Again— 
2 Thes. iii, 10. "Even when we were with you, 
this we commanded you, that if any would not 
work, neither should he eat : for we hear there 
are some which walk among you disorderly^ 
working not at all^ hut are busy bodies. Now 
them that are such, we command and exhort, by 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they 
wcrky and eat their own bread. But ye Brethren 
be not weary in well doing." 

Lastly— While the Apostle St. Paul speaks in 
a very severe manner, of the sinMness of women 
"who learn to be idle, wandering about frwn 
house to house, and not only idle hut tatlers 
also^ and busy bodies^ speaking things which 
they ought not:'' 1 Tim. v, 13. St. Peter ad- 
vises them " to adorn themselves with the orna- 
ment of a meek and quiet spirit,' which he 
adds, "i^ in the sight of God, of great price." 
I Peter, iii, 4. What sound lessons of practi- 
cal wisdom may be learned in the word of Grod! 

E 2. 
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Every duty occupies its proper place, nothing 
carried to extremes, all is plain practical p: 
dence, as well as heartfelt and fervent pi< 
and Charity. 



J' 



Sometimes sincere and well meaning peo 
get a little knowledge of what they think relig: 
requires of them, and they go about and fall ii 
many mistakes, and then their Religion is blam< 
But the truth is, that such persons do not 
from being "righteous over much," but fr< 
being not righteous enough: they have be 
imperfectly taught: or with many good intentio: 
they may have also many remaining faults to 
corrected, and sin to be subdued; and thus 1 
doctrines and precepts of the Lord, which th 
intend to follow, are prevented from produci 
their proper effect. It is however, very delig] 
ful when we meet with a well- taught judicic 
Christian, who is leading a quiet, retired, pea 
able life, and yet is kind and active in doing goc 
"not slothful in business, but fervent in spij 
serving the Lord.*' Such we must consider tl 
good woman to have been. 
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She had also been allowed to obtain another 
very useful and desirable disposition, which maj 
next be noticed, namely — Contentment, The 
iiligent student of Holy Scripture, will often find 
much nieaning and instruction, even in single 
words, which may perhaps, not be generally ob- 
served. Thus St. Paul (Phil, iv, 11.) writes — I 
have learned in whatsoever state I am, therewith 
to be content. The Apostle knew that he was 
not naturally inclined to yield to the wise arrange- 
mients of God; that he, like other men, was prone 
to think and act for himself, without considering 
what the will of his maker, or the good of his 
fellow creatures might require. He felt how dis- 
posed his heart was to rise up in rebellion against 
the government of the Almighty: and if any 
thing happened very disagreeable, imcomfortable, 
w: even unexpected, how difficult it was, patiently 
to bear it. He, like other persons, wished to 
have every thing his own way, and when any 
thing happened that did not please him, he per- 
haps did not stay to consider how necessary it 
Qoight be, but only felt it was impleasant. But 
IS soon as he became a sincere disciple of Christ 

E 3. 
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he began to learn a very useful lesson, which is in- 
deed not easily, nor quickly, nor commonly acquir- 
ed. He learned in whatsoever state he was^ 
tfierewith to he content. It is a very great favor 
when the Lord condescends thus to teach any of 
his disciples: yet, if we will but attend to his 
advice, we also may become contented and happy 
as St. Paul was. But then it must be in the 
very same way. You sometimes meet with peo- 
ple, who, because they have strong nerves, or 
little feeling, or hearts hardened by the world, 
seem to be contented. Sooner or later, some- 
thing is sure to happen, which will shew that this 
indifference or hardness, is very inferior to that 
calm and submissive state of mind, produced 
by true religion. Let us observe closely, how 
the experienced christian, and inspired Apostle 
feels and exhorts upon this subject. '^Let your 
conversation be without covetousness ; and be 
content with such things as ye have; for He 
hath said I will never leave thee nor forsake 
thee.** Heb. xiii, 5. It is a comfortable reliance 
upon the promises and care of God, which alone 
can prevent undue anxiety, and keep the mind 
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calm and peaceful, under all circumstauces. 
Again, 1 Tim. vi, 6. Godlinees ivith content- 
ment is great gain ; for we brought nothing into 
this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing 
out : and having food and raiment, let us be there- 
with content." The Lord is at hand, he, care- 
ful for nothing ; but in every thing by prayer 
and supplication, with thanksgiving; let your 
requests be made known unto God; and the 
peace of Gody which passeth all understanding, 
shall keep your hearts and minds^ through Jesus 
Christ." Phil, iv, 6, 7. How very kindly do the 
words of our Lord advise, persuade, and encour- 
age us for our true happiness ! How anxious our 
Heavenly Father seems to be, that we should 
trust Him and be blessed! Yet alas ! when we 
turn to the real state of mankind, when we look 
into the &milies of our towns or villages, or 
wolds, or moors, what ill-humour and quarrels, 
and harsh words, and sour tempers do we find 
and lament over! Some poor people seem to 
have a sort of pleasure in finding fault with every 
thing ; and cme would suppose, they were trying 
tosbew how independent they are, by grumbling 

ii4. 
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as often as they possibly can. When people are 
in this state of mind, even the blessings which 
they really enjoy, they neither feel nor care for; 
while every little evil, instead of being quietly I 
passed over, and patiently suffered, is magnified 
until it seems twenty times as big as it really 
is. There is far more unhappiness in the 
world, arising from that discontented spiriiy 
which makes people see things in a perverse 
manner, than from all the actual evils which 
thet/ meet with, in their way from the cradk 
to the grave. How then shall this plague be 
stayed? Let true religion enter and rule the 
house, and what a change shall we behold! 
As the voice of the Lord upon the swelling 
waters said, **peace be still," so in many a 
disturbed and troubled family, there would be 
"a great calm." 

We have seen how little this good woman 
possessed. It was not because she was hand- 
somely provided for and had every thing to her 
own mind, that therefore she was contented. " A 
man's life consisteth not in the abundance of 
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the things which he possesseth/' As oftimes 
the possessors of wealth are deprived of health or 
children^ or many other real comforts, so the 
poor are often allowed to enjoy the very blessings 
which the rich would give all their property to 
purchase. Frequently true happiness deserts the 
sumptuous mansion, to dwell in the lowly cottage, 
proving that "the life," the real ^ood of man^ 
does not consist merely in his wealth. Indeed 
I ** the mind is its own place;" and every one has, 
I to a certain extent, events in his own power. 
True contentment does not consist so much in 
r- bringing our circumstances to our mind, cts in 
bringing our mind to our circumstances. In 
a world like this, where many things are con- 
stantly happening, which we neither expect, nor 
can at all control, there is scarcely any disposition 
80 useful as that we are now commending. It 
comes into exercise every day, and casts its own 
colouring over the whole tenor of our life. It pro- 
duces in us just that state of feeling which en- 
ables us to perform our daily duties with calmness 
and comfort; and it gives a spirit and' activity 
which carries us well through any occupation; 

E 5. 
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especially it preserves that frame of mind, which 
is suitable to the service of God and the enjoy- 
ment of devotion. // seems almost impossible 
for a very discontented person to he able heart' 
ily to join in any act of divine worship. 

Consider how the Apostle exhorts christians, 
IThks. v, 16. ** jReJoiee evermore ; pray without 
ceasing; in every thing give thanks: for this 
is the will of God^ in Christ Jesus^ concerning 
you,''* It is indeed quite plain from this and 
similar scriptures, that true piety is attended not 
merely with contentment, but with heartfelt 
thankfulness. When St. Paul, in his different 
letters, is pointing out the chief features of a 
Christian's character, and is giving advice about 
the tempers and the conduct of religious persons, 
he constantly refers to this state of mind. "As 
ye have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk 
ye in Him: rooted and built up in Him, and 
established in the faith, as ye have been taught, 
abounding therein with thanksgiving." Col. ii, 
6, 7. Again — "Continue in prayer, and watch 
in the same with thanksgiving,^* iv, 2. And 
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"let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the 
which also ye are called in one body; and he 
ye thankful'^ iii, 15. A part of the dreadful 
description given of very wicked men, (Rom. 
i, 21,) is this — "When they knew God, they 
glorified him not as God, neither were ihankfuV^ 
While the privilege of christians is thus largely 
expressed. ^^Gimng thanks always, for all 
things unto God and the Father, in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ." Eph. v, 20. A con- 
tented and grateful spirit is therefore a very 
pleasing and most satisfactory evidence of true 
religion; especially when, as in the case of this 
pious woman, it flourishes in the midst of lowli- 
ness and poverty, opening its beautiful flowers, 
not to the sunshine of the world, but to the smile 
and the blessing of God. 



CHAPTER VI. 
PROPRIETY OF CONDUCT. 



One of the very comfortable truths plainly 
repeated in the Bible, and known by experience 
to the diligent and faithful, is thus expressed. 
^' God gweth to a man^ that is good in His sights 
wisdom and knowledge,^* Eccl. ii, 26. "He 
layeth up sound r&isdom for the righteous" 
Prov. ii, 7. They that seek the Lord under- 
stand all things, xxviii, 5. The writer of 
these pages has observed almost with astonish- 
ment, the literal fulfilment of these and similar 
Scriptures, Yet, why should we be surprised at 
any good effects which arise from religion? Is it 
not the great gift of God to man? Is not the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, and all its full provision 
intended exactly to meet the wants of our fallen 
race ? We ought therefore, to expect very great 
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things indeed) whenever a child of man is led and 
taught by the spirit of God. " Oh thou of little 
fidth, wherefore didst thou doubt/' is a reproof 
which applies to many of us^ as well as the sink- 
ing Peter. And it is worthy of notice, that when 
our Lord seemed, as it were, restricted in His 
power, "when He could do no mighty work,** 
it was because of the unbelief of the people. 
Maek, vi, 6. Our language and feeling should 
rather be, "He that spared not His own Son, 
but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He 
not with Him also, fireely give tis all things? " 
BoM. viii, 32. Certainly we may reasonably be- 
lieve, that when any one is brought under the 
influence of true religion, the whole course of 
his being will be more or less affected by it. Now 
it is most interesting to observe, that in addition 
to that temper and conduct mentioned above, there 
were found in the christian woman, about whom 
we are writing, other pleasing proofs of what the 
Lord can do for "the people who serve Him." 
Particularly any one who conversed with her, 
could not fail to be struck with the correctness 
and soundness of Tier judgment. This was 
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discovered generally in the opinions she expressed 
on different subjects, and in the manner in which 
she portioned out her employment, and performed 
her various duties. But as an example we may 
take her management and disposal of her little 
property. As a very poor person, she would be 
likely to attach as much importance to her shil- 
lings, as many richer persons would to several 
hundred pounds; and yet there was a liberality 
and prudence combined, which shewed at once 
the most enlarged and sober mind. It was stated 
above, that she had saved a certain sum, during 
the time of her service: the principal of this, 
without any suggestion from another, she express- 
ed her intention of leaving to her eldest son and his 
family. But she had also gathered together, by 
rigid economy, five pounds, with which she de- 
signed to buy some carpenter's tools for her 
younger son, just beginning histrade: before, how- 
ever, the purchase was made, by a sudden illness 
he was removed from this world. "As it has 
pleased God," she said " to take my poor child 
away, and he no longer needs my little help, I 
shall give what I have gathered to the Lord." 



SCRIPTURAL PIETY. 71 

And accordingly she proceeded, as related above, 
to present a portion of this sum for the purpose of 
sending the Gospel to the Heathen, and the rest 
of it she disposed of in a similar manner. It was 
moreover discovered, as before alluded to, that she 
was in the habit of denying herself food and cloth- 
ing, and this expressly, that she might have 
always something to give for pious and charitable 
uses. For as she said, though she considered it 
right to leave her son the principle of her little 
property, yet, if she could by denying herself, 
save anything weekly, she' thought she might 
be allowed to give this in the manner she most 
desired, namely; for the benefit of her poor igno- 
rant fellow creatures, and the advancement of the 
cause of God in the world. 

This little point may seem to some too trifling 
to deserve so much notice, but those who are ac- 
customed accurately to examine human character, 
are aware that exact propriety of conduct is one 
of the rarest of all its features. It is the observa- 
tion of an eminent naturalist, that though he had 
Watched certain birds with close attention, and for 



72 SCRIPTURAL PI9TT. 

many years, he never saw any of them do a^y 
thing which, had he heen a bird, he would not 
have done himself. In other words, these little 
creatures always acted in the very manner they 
ought to do, according to their circumstances and 
nature. Alas! it is not so with man. Their 
maker Himself thus complains. ''The ox know- 
eth his owner, and the ass his master's crib; 
but Israel doth not know, my people doth not con- 
sider." Is. i, 3. The truth is, that the mind as 
well as the heart of the human race is disordered 
and depraved, and there is but one power which 
can restore all functions to their proper office. 
And we ought to be sure, that if the truth of 
God be revealed as the great instrument of our 
improvement, that it will, where it takes effect, 
influence the whole character. Thus it often 
comes to pass, that persons, who without religion 
would be contemptible and useless, become by it 
both respectable and useful. And in particular, 
when the begirt is really under the direction of di- 
vine grace, and the fruits of the spirit (Gal. v, 
22, 23,) abound and flourish ; even the outward 
manners, and the very expression of the counte- 



hatice paltake of the same blesned influence. In 
that complete description of practical charity, 
as shewn in the* temper and conduct, given in the 
first epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians, c. xiii, 
in the 5th verse, we may perceive one remark- 
able feature, thus expressed — ^The christian doe% 
not heTuive himself unseemly f^^ that is, feels and 
acts in a becoming manner. Certainly, if any holy 
Scripture needed to be confirmed by experience, 
the writet could prove the exactness of this state- 
ment, by his own observation. The aame divine 
power, which instead of selfishness, vanity," and 
envy, produces, patience, kindness, and good 
feeling, (see v, 4.) can also create in the renewed 
mind, the capacity to speak and act in a proper 
manner, under the various circumstances which 
may arise. Indeed it is expressly written; The 
preparations of the heart in many and the answer 
of the tongue is from the Lord,^^ Prov. xvi, 1. 
and still more positively; "the lips of the righ- 
teous knovo what is acceptable^* Prov. x, 32. 
Bough manners are softened, and harsh vulgar 
expressions are taken away, when better thoughts 
and higher principles enter and rule the heart. 
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Besides true religion subdues that prOud spirit 
independence, which was the essence of the fit 
sin, and is still the prevailing fault of fallen ma 
and then those whom divine providence has pi 
ced in superior stations, become consideral 
condescending, and kind; and those who occu] 
inferior stations, are made submissive, gratef 
and respectfiil. " Godliness" is thus proved to 
** profitable unto all things, having promise of t 
life that now is, and of that which is to come 
1 Tim. iv, 8. Not only do the scriptures of G 
prepare us for another and better world, a: 
render "us meet to be partakers of the inheritanc 
of Heaven; but they also teach us how 
perform our several duties, and how to behave 
the different situations to which we are call 
on earth. 

A Christian is the best patriot, father, chil 
husband, master, servant, subject, and frien 
and the Bible, so far from encouraging any thii 
like rudeness and incivility, in many places, bo 
by precept and example, requires us in the woi 
of St. Peter, to be " courteous. " 1 Peter, iii, 
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Our blessed Lord himself in his instructions, 
has not overlooked the duty of politeness, but in 
Luke, xiv, 8. has taught us how to behave in 
regard to the difference of rank, which exists 
among men. Indeed he requires us to be civil 
and attentive even to those who may be disagree- 
able, and would be our enemies. Mat. v, 47. 
While if any one will read with prayer, what 
the wisdom of God has recorded of the beha- 
viour of those very good men, Abraham and 
Jacob, (Gen. xxiii and xxxiii,) he will not fail 
to observe the natural union between piety 
and politeness. 

There is in the third chapter of Isaiah, a de- 
scription of a country in the very worst state; 
and among other deplorable things it is added, 
(iii, 5.) that ** young people shall behave proudly 
to those older than themselves, and people of 
inferior rank shall behave insolently to those 
above them.'* The Apostle also led us to expect 
certain ^^ perilous times ^^^ when many persons 
should shew the following detestable character: 
" They shall be lovers of their own selves, cove- 
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toufl, boasters, proud, disobedient to parents, 
unthaakM, without natuial afiectkm, heady, high- 
minded :*-H3peaking evil of those things which 
thejknow not, murmurers^ complainers, despis- 
ing dominion, and speaking evil of dignities. 
2 Timothy iii, 2. Judb, 16, &c. Now lest 
anj one who calls himself a christian, should M 
into this imare of the Devil, not only does the 
spirit of the Go£^l ^^^ ^ quite the other way, 
but God who knoweth our infirmities, has writ- 
ten down for us, many plain precepts, which 
teach us how to behave. Thus, 

ExoD. XX, 12, &Eph. vi, 1, 2. "Children 
obey your parents in the Lord; for this is right. 
Honor thy &ther and 'mother which is the first 
commandment, with promise/' 

Lbv. xix, 32. "Thou shalt rise up before 
the hoary head, and honor the &ce of the old 
man, and fear thy God." 

Bon. xiii, 1. "Let every soul be subject 
unto the higher powers. For there is no power 
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but of God: the powiers that be are ordained of 
God; whosoever ther^ore resisteth the power, 
resisteth tiie ordinance of God, and they that re- 
sist, shall receive to themselves damnation." 

Prov. xxiv, 21. "My son. Fear thou the 
Lord and the King, and meddle not widi them 
liiat are given to change." 

1 Peter, ii, 18, Eph. vi, 5. "Servants be 
subject to your masters with all fear; not only 
to the good and gentle, but also to the firoward ; 
with fear and trembling, in singleness of your 
heart, as tmto Christ." 

Eph. V, 22, 1 Pet. iii, 5. "Wives, submit 
yourselves to your own husbands, as unto the 
Lord. For after this manner in the old time, the 
holy women who trusted in God, adorned them- 
selves (with a meek and quiet spirit) being in 
subjection to their own huisbands; even as Sarah 
obeyed Abraham, calling him Lord." 

Hbb. xiii, 17. "Obey them that have the 
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rule over you, and submit yourselves; for they 
watch for your souls, as they that must give ac- 
count, that they may do it with joy and not with 
grief; for that is improfitable for you." 

HoMANs. xiii, 7. 1 Peter, ii, 13. " Render 
therefore to all their dues, fear to whom fear, 
and honor to whom honor is due. And submit 
yourselves to every ordinance of man for the 
Lord's sake." 

In this manner God acknowledges the various 
authorities, and approves of the difference of rank 
which exists among men; and He directs how 
children are to behave to their parents, the young 
to the aged, servants to masters, wives to hus- 
bands, subjects to their rulers, and the people 
to their clergy. And we may observe that it is 
not merely to the good men who may fill these 
superior offices, that the inferiors are required to 
shew respect and obedience. On the contrary we 
are required to be subject, not only on account 
of the cJiaracter of the individtialy ^^but for 
conscience sakcy* and to submit to the ordinance 
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itself for the Lord's sake. If, indeed, the 
elders of the Church, for mstance, rule welly they 
are to be counted worthy of double honor. If 
masters are faithful^ their servants are on that 
account y to serve them with more diligence and 
fidelity . 1 Tim. v, 17 — ^vi, 2. But should any 
person who has been called to a situation of autho* 
rity, be unhappily ignorant or negligent of his 
duty, we are not thereby fi.^ed from our obligation. 
Who is to judge when and where obedience ceases 
to be binding? It is not at all difficult to per- 
ceive that the very persons who most need to be 
kept in subjection, would be the first to find 
&ult with those who are placed over them. We 
see this alas! in many an ill behaved child, in 
many rebellious subjects, and in many a rude 
and insolent character, which is too common 
in the present day. God who gives us laws on 
purpose to bind us down to walk in the right 
way, has not therefore allowed any one to say, 
when he may follow and when he may break 
the commandment to obey, but he simply says — 
" Tlie powers that he, are my ordinance: who- 

f3. 



80 SCRIPTURAL PIETY. 

soever resisteth^ resisteth my ordinance.- there- 
fore stibmif 

It may possibly happen ; that a christian shall 
be laid under tJie painful necessity of refusing 
the orders of rightful authority, and may be 
obliged "to obey God rather than man: (Acts, 
V, 29.) that is when any law or commandment of 
man, is plainly contrary to the will of God. 
These cases are rare ; and it may be observed, that 
the acts of disobedience which most need to be 
repressed, and are too frequent, have nothing to 
do with such pure and religious principles. St. 
Paul as an inspired man, having a deep insight 
into human character, has not omitted to notice 
and decide this matter completely. 1 Tim. ii, 1. 
"I exhort that first of all, supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for 
all men; for Idngs^ and for all that are in au- 
thority; that roe may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life in all godliness and honesty; for this is 
good and acceptable in the sight of God our 
Saviour,** He does not teach us to pray only for 
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pious princeSy such as Edward VI, King of 
England; hut generally for those who are in au- 
thority ^ even such a very wicked man as the 
Emperor who ruled at that time the Epistle was 
written : and he also plainly implies that a private 
christian should he satisfied to jpasa on quietly y 
through life; and as "he seeks a better country, 
that is an heavenly," he should be respectful and 
thankful for earthly authority, if he is only allow- 
ed peaceably to do his duty and serve his Maker. 
Whatever "heady highminded" men may think of 
such feeling and conduct, "in the sight of God 
our Saviour, it is good and acceptable.'* 

Then again, the Apostle, knowing how prone 
men are to be proud and disobedient, considered 
it necessary, as a sort of general example, to order 
servants to count their masters, whatever they 
might be, worthy of all honor; and he proceeds 
to say^ that if both master and servants should 
he true christians, that this community of faith 
did not taJce away the difference of station. 
Upon this point he speaks strongly, and seems 
most anxious to guard christians from an evil, 

F 4. 
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which he knew according to the pride of 
heart, would be very common. He is th 
very particular and positive, and he com 
respectful obedience under all circumi 
as a duty required of the disciples of < 
He seemed to foresee that religion might be 
an excuse for " speaking evil of dignities 
disregarding lawful authority; and there! 
gives a very solemn charge to Timothy as s 
tian teacher: " These things teach and e: 
(be firm, do not care what people say or 
but go on,) and "if any man teach otherw 
consent not to wholesome words, even the 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the di 
which is according to godliness^ he is 
knowing nothing, but doting about questio: 
strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, 
railings, evil surmisings, perverse disputi 
men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the 
supposing that gain is godliness; from sue) 
draw thyself^^ 1 Tim. vi, 3 — 5. 

Now let us remember that the texts jus 
ted are part of that "scripture given by i 
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of God, and profitable for doctrine, for 
jo£y for correction, for instruction in righte- 
1688." 2 Timothy iii, 16. In the first 
ter of the first Epistle of St. Paul to Tim- 
it is written, *' this is a faithful saying and 
by of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus 
f into the world to save sinners." This 
e is considered, with good reason, by all 
8 persons, as very precious, and it is often 
ated; but in the second and sixth chapters 
e are the passages which have just been 
idered ; part of the same portion of Scripture 
n by the same inspiration, and having the 
e divine authority as the word of God. It is 
>e feared that there are those who profess to 
ive the doctrine contained in the one scripture, 
le they neglect the duty contained in the 
r scripture. It would be well if those who 
. and teach the word of Grod, in reference to 
I matters, remembered that wise precept; 
3se ought ye to have done and not to leave the 
r imdone." Mat. xxiii, 22. It is as necessary 
Q instructed what we are to do^ as what we 

f5. 
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are to believe. Moreover, if we look closely into 
the above and similar passages, we shall find that 
the most precious doctrines of the Gospel are so 
mixed up with the plain and practical duties 
derived from them, that they cannot and ought 
not to be separated: they are like root and 
branches, hands and feet and head. 

The Apostle knew that ill-taught or inexpe- 
rienced persons, evfen with good intentions, might 
run away with very false notions of what they 
would think and call the doctrines of grace; and 
in the words of St Jude, turn " the grace of God 
into lasciviousness." And therefore in the second 
and third chapters of his epistle to Titus, while 
he states those doctrines in the strongest words, 
he adds; "put them in mind to be subject, to speak 
evil of no man, but to be gentle; and live so* 
berly, righteously, and godly in this present 
world." And then as if there was danger of such 
truths being neglected, he thus very solemnly , 
concludes; This is a faithful saying ^ and these 
things f I will that thou affirm constantly y that 
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they which have believed in God, might he care- 
ful to maintain good works J*^ iii, 8. 

One of the best and easiest proofs that can be 
given by any one, that he is a believer in God, is 
"the doing his duty in that state of life to which 
it has pleased God to call him/' This is an 
evidence which all understand, and it occurs 
constantly. It is not necessary to have any time 
set apart for it — it is not necessary that any other 
duties should be interrupted for it — it is a testi- 
mony which is offered all day long, in every cir- 
cumstance in which we are placed. Whereas 
nothing does so much harm, both to the character 
of the person professing religion, and to the cause 
of the religion he professes, as when there is any 
reason to think that he is thereby made to forget 
his station, ahd rendered disrespectful and self- 
sufficient. It would be very useful, for all per- 
sons, especially the young, who may think they 
know more perhaps than others about the truths 
of God, often to put this question to themselves : 
" Who maketh thee to differ from another? And 
what hast thou, that thou didst not receive?'* 



86 SCRIPTURAL PIETY. 

1 Cor. iv, 7. This would produce lowliness and 
patience, and would create a desire to do good 
indeed, but always in a meek and humble man- 
ner. And if it should so happen, for instance, 
that the child is pious and the parent ungodly, or 
the servant serious and the master irreligious, it 
should be considered, that these are the very oc- 
casions on which true piety is tried and proved. 
St. Peter says plainly, that servants are to be 
subject to their masters, (and he means all infe- 
riors to those who are placed over them,) " with 
all fear, not only to the good and gentle, but 
also to thefroward;" (that is illnatured and se- " 
vere,) "for this is thankworthy, if a man, for 
conscience sake toward God, endure grief, suf- 
fering wrongftilly. For what glory is it, if when 
ye be buffetted for your faults, ye take it patient- 
ly? But if, when ye do well, and suflfer for it, 
ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with 
God: for even hereunto were ye called.'* 
1 Pet. ii, 18—20. 

This Scripture applies not only to the class of , 
persons mentioned, which was the strongest case 
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that could be, but cUso to all who owe obedience 
to others. And it contains a most useM lesson, 
especially to young people, in this country at this 
day, when such parts of religion are passed over, 
as if they were not found in the Bible at all. It is 
the privilege of Christians when placed in trying 
circumstances, to honor the Gospel they profess; 
and especially in such matters as now under 
consideration, " It is the will of God, that with 
well doing they may put to silence the ignorance 
of foolish men." 1 Pet. ii, 15. The world is too 
ready to find fault even with a '^ blameless and 
harmless" life; but if any one is so ignorant or 
wilful, as to use the privileges and liberty of reli- 
gion as ^'a cloak of maliciousness," whether in a 
private family, or in more public matters, such a 
person " denies the faith," and, in some respects, 
is * * worse than an infidel. ' ' 

The pious woman, whose character is here re- 
corded, "did not behave herself imseemly," but 
in all respects and towards all persons, she exhibit- 
ed that propriety of conduct, which according to 
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the promise, she was taught through the won 
grace of Grcd. For the gospel of Christ remt 
the causes of illhumour and insoleucey and h 
in the haughty spirit of fallen man into su 
tion, produces in the temper and conduct, 
pleasant features, as attention, respect, mild 
patience, propriety, and all that is amiable 
excellent. 



CHAPTER VII. 



CHRISTIAN CHARITY. 

It is an important and interesting question, 
which we should seriously examine, and faith- 
fully answer: can any one be really seeking his 
own salvation, and striving to walk "in the nar- 
row way which leadeth unto life," and at the 
the same time be indifferent, or indeed not anxious 
about the souls of others? The very nature of 
christian charity seems to assist us in answering 
the question. It is love to man for Christ's sake. 
St. John too says plainly, "He that loveth not 
his brother, whom he hath seen, how can he love 
God whom he hath not seen!" "Whoso hath 
this world's good, and seeth his brother have need 
and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from 
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him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? 
John, iv, 20. iii, 17. TTe cannot therefm 
pretend to he piouSy unless we are also char 
table. The doing good to our fellow creature 
is one of the necessary evidences of religion \ 
the heart. But in what manner can we mo 
shew our real and warm concern for the good 
others? The word Charity is often misunde 
stood and used improperly, as if it meant on 
giving of alms: whereas St. Paul says, "We mi 
give all our goods to feed the poor, and yet n 
have charity at all.'' What then is true charit 
and how shall we most decidedly prove our heai 
felt love for our fellow creatures? Supposing y< 
were walking on the hank of a river, and y 
locked up and saw a man drowning, and a pers* 
running away with his clothes, you could not 
thought a very sensible or kind friend, if y< 
were to leav« the poor man to perish in the wafo 
and run away to catch the thief. Or if you d 
so, a wise man might well stop you with the 
w<nxis: ''^Is not the life mcH^ than raimenti 
In this case we see the truth very clearly: \ 
need only use common sense, and we shall .p< 
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ceive how it applies. It is a very sorry proof of 
our love to God and man, if we are merely anx- 
ious to give food to the hungry, clothing to the 
naked, and medicine to the sick, and there stop. 
These are necessary and delightful duties, and 
by no means to be spoken of lightly: in them 
we imitate the example, and obey the command 
of Christ. But then these are not ally nor the 
most important offices of christian charity. 

We may remember the case of that faithful 
woman, who brought a box of very precious oint- 
ment, and according to the custom of the country, 
wishing to pay the greatest mark of respect to 
our Lord, she suddenly, before any one knew 
what she was doing, poured it all upon his head, 
"imtil the house was filled with the odour of it." 
The disciples seem to have considered this an 
unnecessary waste; especially Judas, that wick- 
ed traitor began to talk as if he was very charita- 
ble: ^' Why was not this ointment sold for three 
hundred pence, and given to the poor!" "Now 
this he said," adds St. John, "not that he cared 
for the poor^ but because he was a thief and had 
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the bag, and bare that which was put therei 
that is, he hoped, if the price of this prec 
ointment had been put into the common pu 
with which he was entrusted, he might have 
the opportunity of stealing some or • all of it, 
then have said he had given it to the poor. So 
thing like this we occasionally meet with b 
when we ask for some help, to send the gospi 
the miserable and perishing heathen. The 
swer which the kind persons who collect si 
contributions for this good purpose, occasion 
receive j is, "we have plenty of poor in our < 
coimtry : God knows there are heathens eno 
around us here : Charity begins at home." 
that such people care, very often, for the j 
at home, any more than Judas did, but t 
want an excuse for keeping their money in tl 
pockets, and robbing God of His own prope 
Besides what they say is good for nothing; i 
ought to do both; as our Lord commands, "tl 
ought ye to have done and not leave the o1 
undone.*' And if ever it is meant that those ' 
are anxious for the souls of their neighbour! 
the heathen, neglect the bodily wants of the \ 
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around them, this is not true, the fact is quite 
othenmse. Those who are most diligent and 
anxious for the spiritual welfare of mankind, are 
generally found attentive to their temporal neces- 
sities. Now in the passage before us, our Lord 
seems almost to have intended to help His faith- 
M followers to an answer on all such occasions ; 
for he replied very seriously, when there was men- 
tion made of the waste of the ointment: "Ye 
have the poor always with you; but Me ye have 
not always:" as though he had said; "you may 
be required to look to something more important 
than the bodily wants of the poor; My glory is 
supreme^ abom all oilier considerations upon 
earth; and you shouldrhe prepared to promote 
My ca/use, and spread the knowledge of My 
truths (omd advance the honor of My name as 
the first great duty which you are obliged to 
perform J*^ And to confinn this decision in the 
most positive manner ; he added, turning to the 
woman; "Let her alone; why trouble ye her? 
she hath wrought a good work on Me — she hath 
done what she could — she is come aforehand to 
anoint My body to the burial." This faithful 
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disciple, might not mean all her Saviour impli 
but it is His manner ''not to break the brui 
reed, or quench the smoking flax." He of 
takes the will for the deed, and where He knc 
the heart is with Him, he considers the act 
not so much in itself, as in its intention; and 
His rewards being of grace, not of debt. He ^ 
pleased to announce his final approbation, th 
*'verily I say imto you, wheresoever this gos 
shall be preached in the whole world, there 8 
shall this, which this woman has done, be told 
a memorial of her. " Mat. xxvi, 13. 

In this case faUh and charily were h 
sTiewn in a manner most acceptable to G 
roTien a certain gifty value about ten poun 
wa^ bestowed by a very poor person merely 
honor of her Redeemer; though certainly \ 
sum might have been applied to buy clothes, fo 
or medicine, for many a needy and afflicted ci 
ture. This cannot astonish us if we reflect, t 
"of Him, and through Him, and to Him^ are 
things,^' EoMANS, xi 36. The Glory of t 
adorable being, Jesus Christ, (to whom-< 
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offering was made) is the one object for which aU 
the creation exists^ and is preserved, aihd able to 
do him service. Let us seriously meditate on 
such a scripture as the following. ^' Jesus Christ 
is the image of the invisible God, the first bom 
of every creature: for by Him were all things 
created that are in heaven and that are in earth, 
visible and invisible, whether they be thrones 
or dominions, or principalities, or powers; all 
things were created by Him, and for Him : and 
He is before all things, and by Him all things 
consist. And he is the head of the body, the 
church: who is the beginning, the first bom fix>m 
the dead; that in all things He might have the 
pre-eminence." Col. i, 15—18. Let us con- 
template the worship of the heavenly host, and 
listen to their hymn of praise. " I beheld,." says 
St. John, ^^and I heard the voice of many angels 
round about the throne, and the living creatures 
and the elders, and the number of them was ten 
thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of 
thousand; saying with a loud voice, worthy the 
Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches, 
and strength, and honor, and wisdom, and glory, 

o2. 
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and blessing. And every creature which is in hea 
ven, and on the earth, and under the earth; an< 
such as are in the sea, and all that are in them,hear 
I saying, blessing and honor, and glc»y, and powei 
be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, an* 
unto the Lamb for ever and ever. Thou ai 
worthy. Oh Lord! to receive glory and honoi 
and power, for Thou hast created all things, 8n< 
for Thy pleasure they are and were created 
lUv. V, 12—13. iv, 11. If God enables us t 
enter into the spirit of these revelations, we shal 
without any hesitation ackno^edge, that Tff 

GLORT OF OUR BLSS»ED RBBfiBMEK^ IS TB 
GREAT OBJECT FOR WHICH WE LIVE, WHETHH 

OK EARTH OR IK HEAVEN. TherefcHTe when an 
duty or service is proposed to us, our anxioa 
thought will be, is this what my gr^tcious Lov 
and Saviour desires? Shidl I honor Him b 

• 

doing this ; or if I neglect k, shall I seem to neg 
lect Him? Shall I thus make His name known 
and shall I thus strengthen His cause in th 
world ? Or if I refuse, shall I not be 'Menyisi 
Him before men,'' and thus have reason to fea 
**He will deny me before the angels of Grod?* 
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Such reflections might be very useful; and it 
should also be remembered, that even the good 
works which are actually commanded, are only 
acceptable so fbr as they are done for Christ^s 
sake. When he orders his disciples to assist the 
sick and needy, fiind promises to reward them, he 
says, "in my name," "because they believe in 
me," "because they belong to Christ." Ma*. 
ix, 41, &c. So that if there is any good in a 
kind (wtion^ whidh we may do to one of our hre^ 
threUy that good must be donnected with regard 
to the Saviour; and in the day when he will 
condescend of mere grace, to reward such deeds, 
it will be expressly on this account, ^^ye did it 
unto fne^^ and therefore he will pronounce the 
final benediction, "Come ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you, from the 
foundation of the world." Mat. xxiv, 34. 

Even in doing good, we have great reason to 
be very careful that we do not go wrong. It is by 
no means enough to have kind intentions. God 

ALONE IS the author OF ALL GOOD, AND REAL 
BENEFITS CAN ONLY FLOW TO MANKIND, IN THE 

3. 
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CHANNELS WHICH HE HAS ORDAINED. Let US 

hear the words of Jehovah: "Woe to the rebel- 
lious children, that take council hut not of me^ 
and that cover with a covering^ hut not with my 
spirit, ' ' Is. XXX, 1 . Again — * ' There are many de- 
vices in a man^s heart; nevertheless the council 
of the Lord shall stand,^^ Prov. xix, 21. Men 
in their pride think often that they can make the 
world better, and do much by education and so- 
forth, without consulting the will of God, or asking 
first, "Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?" 
" They shall know'* saith the Lord, " whose word 
shall stand, mine or theirs. Jere. xliv, 28. Yea, 
verily "the counsel of the Lord standeth for ever; 
the thoughts of His heart to all generations." Ps. 
xxxiii, 11. If the glory of our God and Saviour, 
be our simple object, in any undertaking, we may 
be quite sure that the greatest possible good of 
all hinds will arise from it: but if we pre- 
sume to use our own judgment, without con- 
sulting the mind of our Lord, we may perhaps 
seem to he doing good^ we may even intend 
well, but if we could see ally we should also 
know that vanity is written over the whole work. 
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This matter maj be ekaT when explained, 
thus. A poor person is taken verj ill, and is 
sick, nigh unto deaUi; one ne^hboor visits him 
and supplies medicine, food, and other needful 
eomlcMrts; the patient uses them, he lingers, and 
dies; or be recovers, and rises up from his bed 
of sickness, to live as he lived before. Another 
neighbour, wiser and better than the formet, hears 
of the illness of the poor man, and when he visits 
him, either himself, or some one more able, at 
his suggestion, begins at the beginning, with 
the disease of his soul ; and the patient learns, 
very probably for the first time, what the true 
nature of sin is, its danger and corruption, and 
is directed to the great Ph^aieian, the Saviour 
of sinners. Now this true firknd will not ne^ect 
the sufiering body, but will be most kind and at- 
tentive to all the wants oi a sick room, and many 
are the comfits which he will simply. But if 
the invalid is raised up again, it is not merely to 
work and to enjoy hims^f, and be as he was be- 
fi)re, carekss probaUy, and ungodly — no*— this 
poor weak creature has learned on his bed of sick- 
ness, truths which he never knew before, and 

g4. 
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which shall last for ever; and his renewed health 
gives him a precious opportunity of exercising 
repentance, and faith. Thus as long as he is on 
earth he becomes a really valuable member of 
society — time is made a preparation for eternity 
— and in the prospect of death, he is enabled hum- 
bly to express his hope in the words of the apostle, 
" We know that if our earthly house of this taber- 
nacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, 
an house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens." 2 Cor. v, 1. 



In such an example, we perceive at once the '^ 
difference between proceeding according to the 
will of God, or merely according to the common 
feelings of one man for another suffering fellow 
creature. In one case, the. body, which may last 
some ten, twenty, or thirty years, is the only thing 
attended to, and when death comes, all the time 
and pains is utterly in vain; moreover a most 
important opportunity is lost, and a serious duty 
miserably neglected. In the other case, the frail 
body is indeed kindly regarded, but what is more 
valuable, the soul is first considered. The latter 
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includes all the former — the former is good for 
little or nothing without the latter. Yet it is very 
remarkable that weak-minded or ungodly relatives, 
often seem to think about nothing else but the 
poor feeble frame, which soon they shall see no 
more. And if the visit of a clergyman, or other 
pious person is proposed, often it is put of from 
day to day, as if it was a thing to be avoided, 
until it could be escaped no longer; instead of 
considering it t?ieir first and most important 
duty to attend to the immortal soul of the sick per- 
son, whom they profess to love. Supposing the 
sick man dies, while his foolish friends, kind in- 
deed to his perishing body, yet continue to neg- 
lect his spirit, which liveth for ever and ever; 
when this man from another • state, and in the 
light of eternity, looks back upon their conduct, 
can he thank them? can he feel that they did 
their duty? may he not rather be supposed to 
take up the very words of the wretched person 
mentioned by our Lord, Luke xvi, 27. "I pray 
thee father, that thou wouldest send some one to 
my father's house, for I have five brethren; that 
he may testify unto them, lest they also come 

o 5. 
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•into this place xjf tormeat" The writer of Aifi 
once visited an aged lady, who had been frequent- 
ly and seriously ill; at the conc^nsioa of the vi»t 
she said '^I have been very ill, and for a long 
time; vkaay of my friends have visited me, and 
been most Jdnd to me. I have had many, many 
pliysicians of the body, but you are the only pby- 
mciacn that has oaved for my soul." What a sad 
TeaMty ! What a melancholy oonfesaionl Yet 
liuB leas not a xaiee, but most common oase. Too 
frequently it happens, that the £dends of a sitk^ 
or e^ien dying person, put off the '*^me thing 
neediM" till it is no longer possiUe. Instead of 
grvdng up to God the days of health and strenglih, 
many -alas ! have to seek Him when body -and 
mind are weakened and decayed. •Certainly dnen 
Qo time is to be lost: any proper feelings, the 
slightest afi^ction would seem to persuade the 
relatives to take care of the soul before any thing 
•else; instead of which, very often, the Cletrg3rman 
is kept away, until his services can be of little or 
no use. And when at last he is permitted to 
'enter the siok room, instead of being able to utter 
with thankfulness and fidth, ''Lord now lettest 
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thou thy servant depart in peace, for his eyes 
have seen thy salvation," he is compelled to re- 
call those words of regret and lamentation; "Oh 
that ye were wise, that ye would imderstand these 
things, that ye would remember your latter end." 
" Oh that thou hadst known, even thou, at least 
in this thy day, the things belonging to thy peace." 
And the melancholy scene is closed in imcertain- 
ty, fear, and darkness. It was not thus we re- 
joice to know, with the good woman before us. 
Her whole mind and heart seemed to be occupied 
about the salvation of her dear son, who was so 
early removed from her. "Oh!" she said "if 
I could only feel assured that he were gone to 
heaven, I should not weep again, but give him 
up most cheerftdly. I am always thinking, was 
his soul indeed saved through Jesus Christ, and 
shall we meet in a better place? If I could only 
believe this, all other things are nothing to me." 
Oh! if all parents were thus anxious for their 
dear children, how much happiness would be gain- 
ed to many families, what a blessing it would be 
to the whole country, and how many souls might 
be saved from destruction and enter the kingdom 
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d hearen! Yet so ignofsnt «ad careless are i 
BGtne fathers and mothers^ that even ii^en d^y \ 
have the opportunitj, tbey will seaf ceij take the 
trouble of sending their children to a good school, 
where through the liberality of kind Chrises, 
they may be properly and religiously mstructed; 
very often they are so selfish that they will not 
spare them, and so lose some few pence whidi 
their little ones might earn. The day will murelj 
come, when both the neglected child and negli- 
gent parent will r^ent over it, and probably in 
vain, for it will be then too late to recover lost 
opportunities. Sometimes to hear them talk, one " 
would 8i^)pose they were doing a favor to their 
generoiits bene&ctors, by allowing their chikLren 
to go; indeed some ungodly parents seem to caie 
less about the instruction, because it is founded 
upon religion. One of these poor ignorant crea* 
tures was once Heard finding fatdt because his 
son was not taught to read the Newspaper^-^as if 
one who could read the bible could not read the 
news. It will be well for that man if his children 
some day do not turn round upon him and insult 
him to his fiu», and rob him of hia property. 
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These are the fruits he may well expect, of such 
a brmging up. To open a child's miud and en- 
able him to read books, without attending to his 
heart, and trying to give him principles of reli- 
gion, is worse than building an house without a 
foundation; it is like putting a sword into the 
hands of a madman : and all \^ho would separate 
religion from knowledge, and give the last while 
they neglect the first, must be miserably ignorant 
of the real character of mankind, or wilfully oppo- 
sed to the truth of God. What ! shall we attempt 
to make a child a useM member of society, affec- 
tionate to his parents, and dutiful to all, and yet 
give up the only principle which can take hold 
of his heart; and send him forth to all the trials 
and temptations of the world, his head filled with 
ideas which probably make him proud, but his 
passions and feelings under no religious controul? 
we do our best to bring him to disgrace here, and 
to destruction hereafter. Poor people should bless 
God every day they live, if he has been pleased 
to provide a good school for them, where their 
children may be well and cheaply taught their 
duty to God and man. Above all things they 
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should value the Sunday^School, Clothes, tern- 
perSy and souls may be saved, by sending boys 
and girls regularly to the Sunday-School; and 
those parents who instead, allow them to run about 
and playi and make a noise in the streets, have 
a solemn account to give to their country, fot this 
gross neglect of their duty, and a still moife sdemn 
account, before the judgment seat of God. 

Again — ^When the children are growing up, 
and it becomes necessary to look out for some sit- 
uation, how much depends on the first step that 
is taken, when they enter a6 it were, upon the 
world. Place a boy with an ungodly master, 
whether it be as an apprentice or a servant, and 
you do your utmost to ruin him. Yet how very 
few parents are there, who, when they are look- 
ing out for a place for their dear children, think 
first of their soul's health. No, they will expose 
them to any risk or temptation, and sacrifice any 
religious privileges, if they can gain a shilling or 
two more. Perhaps it may be thought too much 
to expect poor persons, who have their livelihood 
to gain, to be thinking first about the things which 
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ire spiritual and etenial. Yet in this they would 
merely obey the merciful advice of their Saviour, 
who says: "Seek first the kingdom of God and 
bis righteousness, and all these things shall be 
idded unto you.*' And these words may be con- 
sidered, not so much a command as a kind pro- 
mise to all who will believe and follow them, 
aamely — ^that if they do seek religion first, other 
needM blessings and comforts shall be granted 
jy Him, upon whom "The eyes of all do wait 
md who giveth them their meat in due season." 
?s\h. cxlv, 15. A very wise and good man has 
e^ us the result of his observation and experience 
n these words. "I have been young and now am 
M; yet saw I never the righteous forsaken, nor 
tiis seed begging bread." Psal. xxxvii, 25. 

We may be quite sure, that if we honor 
jrod, by believing and literally following his own 
?ord, he will find a way "to make all things work 
ogether for good." All they that put their trust 
H him, shall not be destitute ; and no good thing 
?ill He withold from them that walk uprightly." 
?s. xxxiv, 22. Ixxxiv, 11. Yet it is melan- 
holy to see how the love of gain gets the better 
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of those persons, who would wish to be thougU 
religious. If a christian is true to his principles 
he will not enter into any business which is likely 
to lead him or others into sin. Yet persons who 
ought to know better, and without any necessity, 
are sometimes found opening their houses for the 
sale of ardent spirits, though they are well aware, 
that they run great risk, every day, of the sin of 
drunkenness, and all its horrible consequences. So 
likewise many, who ought to be examples to others, 
instead of making all the arrangements they pos- 
sibly can, to save working on the Lord's-Day, just 
let the thing take its course, and if a word is said 
about it, they console themselves with answering, 
<^ these things must be done : " whereas if they had 
any regard for the honor of God, and the sacred- 
ness of his own day, they would soon make a total 
alteration in all such matters. It is the roill that 
is wanting, if that was there, they would easily 
find a way,* 



♦We here supply a copy of a very useful 
paper the contents of which should be received 
and followed by every one who calls himself 
a christian. 
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The writer of this was once rowed in a boat, by 
two fishermen, who described in the most affecting 
manner what difficulties they had gone through, 



Considering that the sacred observance 
OF THE Lord's Day, is a serious duty com- 
manded BY God, accompanied by so many 
blessings Spiritual and Temporal, and Ne- 
cessary FOR THE welfare BOTH OF BODY 

AUD Soul. 

The following resolutions are earnestly recom- 
mended to the inhabitants of the Parish of ****** 
by their sincere Mend and pastor. 

1. We will endeavour, by the help of God, 
on the Lord's Day to abstain from all business, 
journeys, and work, (not absolutely necessary,) 
from all buying and selling, and &om all worldly 
amusements whatever. 

2. We will endeavour so to manage our 
affairs that all persons connected with us, or 
under our controul, may have full opportunity of 
attending divine worship as often as possible — 
And at least once in the day. 

We who are parents will also be careftd to 
send our children regularly to the Sunday-School 
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when first thj6y entered "the way of life;" and 
among other very interestuig things, what a temp- 
tation it was, when their careless and iix\godlj 
companions went out as usual, to fish on the 
Lord's day. They were firm in their resolution; 
they would not knowingly hreak the fourth com- 
mandment: they seemed at the time to lose a large 
sum of money, for such poor m^n : but they 
lived to look back upon the day of trial with thank- 



and we will prevent them running about and 
making a noise in the street. 

3. We will endeavour to make sudr-arranse* 
ments in the necessary work of our houses, me 
feeding of cattle, and so forth, that these employ- 
ments may interfere as little a9 possible with oar 
religious duties: and we will attend constantly 
the house of God, unless prevented by- sickness 
or any other unavoidable hinderance. 

4, We will strive by our example and our 
influence to persuade others to a due observance 
of the Lord's Day, so essential to the present and 
eternal welfare of ourselves, our families, and 
country." 
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fulness, and to rejoice that the Saviour had shewn 
himself **able to keep them from falling;" and 
they found more and more, that " all the paths 
•of the Lord are mercy and truth, imto such as 
keep his covenant and his testimonies." Psalm. 
XXV, 10. It is very often by making a sacrifice 
that the sincerity of our religion is proved; but 
in this country so full of trade and business, many 
seem really to think as those men "of corrupt 
minds," mentioned by St, Paul, (1 Tim. vi, 5.) 
that ** gain is godliness." 

How seldom does it happen that any person, 
supposing he has the power, chooses the place of 
his residence because he shall have better oppor- 
tunity of serving God, and enjoying higher religious 
privileges for himself and his family ! So also 
when the hiring day comes roimd, and lads and 
girls begin foolishly to think of changing their 
places once more; what sort of advice do they 
receive? Why, if their parents knew their own 
duty, or really cared for the happiness of their 
children, they would say to them, "you have got 
a good place, be thankful for it and remain in it; " 
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I 

instead of which, if they can get a very little mow 
wages, and often merely for the sake of changing ! 
and seeing something new, they are allowed to i 
leave a comfortable &mily, to go they know not 
where. This they call bettering themselves, j 
when it would be much more proper to say that 
thet/ make themself>es worse. This constant 
desire of change, and unwillingness to settle down 
to their proper duties, works out the ruin of many 
young people. Yet if their parents seem only 
to care about their getting on^ without regard- 
ing the dangers and evils they may meet with 
in the way ; can we be surprised if they often go ^ 
astray, or fall never to rise again? The lessons 
of vanity and worldhness which many young 
women learn at home, encourage them to dress 
out in showy colours, and in a manner quite 
unbecoming their station. Young men very na- 
turally believe that the wearers of these fine 
clothes, must have weak and vain minds; and 
thus the pride and folly displayed in dress, is the 
great temptation to sin. It is indeed a dreadful 
truth, that many parents seem more afiraid that 
their daughters should appear poorly clothed, 
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than that they should disgrace themselves^ sin 
against God, and run the risk of eternal ruin. 
We sometimes hear fathers and mothers lament- 
ing when it is too late, over their children;" "He 
is a nice kind-hearted lad, hut he has no con- 
duct." We long to answer; "if he is good tem- 
pered, he has not you to thank for that; if he has 
bad conduct, the blame is to be laid on you." 
No wonder, when young people hear and see 
such things as they do at home, that they turn 
out often no better than they do: and that thus 
unhappiness and wickedness is continued from 
generation to generation. 

Yet it is delightful here and there to meet 
with a family, who know the blessedness of serv- 
ing God. Thus, when any change is necessary, 
or any thing important to be undertaken, the reso- 
lution of the pious Moses comes before them, 
'* If thy presence go not with us, carry us not up 
hence." And by the mercies of His providence 
God answers; "My presence shall go with thee, 
and I will give thee rest." Exodus, xxxiii, 
14 — 15. Under the guidance of him who can- 

h2. 
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not lead astray, the righteous are often enabled 
to exclaim, "The lines have fallen to us in plea- 
sant places, yea we have a goodly heritage." Ps. 
xvi, 6. If anxious cares intrude, faith will 
recall the comfortable words of Christ: "Be- 
hold the fowls of the air, for they sow not, 
neither do they reap, nor gather into bams ; yet 
your heavenly fether feedeth them — are ye not 
much better than they? Consider the lillies of 

* 

the field how they grow; they toil not, neither 
do they spin; and yet I say imto you, that even 
Solomon in all his glory, was not arrayed like one 
of these. Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass 
of the field, which to-day is, and to-morrow is 
cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe 
you. Oh ye of little faith?" Mat. vi, 26, &c. 
And thus amidst the various events of this change- 
ful life, hope still looks upwards and exclaims, 
"surely goodness and mercy shall follow us all 
the days of our life, and we wiD dwell in the house 
of the Lord for ever." Ps. xxiii, 6. 

That is an excellent precept which we arc 
taught, 1 Tim. v, 8. "If any provide not for his 
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own, and specially for those of his own house, 
(or kindred,) he hath denied the faith, and is 
worse than an infidel." A good father must feel 
and provide for his family — ^The more he loves 
them the more anxious will he be for their wel- 
fare. If he knows, (and who does not know?) 
that they must live for ever, his first care must 
be to secure their eternal happiness. Charity 
therefore is truly said to hegin at home; hut 
true charity never ends there. The most re- 
markable feature of the religion of Christ is 
disinterestedness, a disposition to do good upon 
principle, without hope of return or reward. 
Those solemn words, "what shall a man give in 
exchange for his soul!" apply ^o a//. "There is 
joy in the presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner that repenteth;'* and every pious person 
upon earth, as well as the angels in Heaven, feels 
intensely interested about the same great and 
eternal object. It is therefore most satisfactory to 
know, that in our own favored country, there are 
at this time, so many Associations of Christians, 
formed to promote the spiritual welfare of man- 
kind. We have societies for providing the holy 

H 3. 
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Bible, the prayer book, and other religious boob j 
and tracts, so that they may be procured easily 
and cheaply; as well as for sending Clergymen 
and visitors of the sick and needy, to populous j 
and poor districts. There are other societies 
whose office it is to attend to the spiritual wants 
of that unhappy country, Ireland ; and to provide 
Bibles and christian teachers, for various parts 
of the Continent of Europe. There are also most 
important and blessed institutions, "for promoting 
Christianity among the Jews," and for sending 
Missionaries to the heathen. By the wise arrange- 
ments of these societies, all classes of persons, 
residing in any place, however remote, may enjoy 
the privilege of assisting in the good work; and 
whether they are able to give much or little, they 
feel an interest in, and they can benefit their bre- 
thren in the most distant parts of the earth. It is 
a reflection full of hope and comfort, that so many 
hearts and hands are now engaged in thus pro- 
moting the cause of truth and righteousness : and 
when we consider how many prayers and self- 
denying labours God has permitted His people 
to offer, though these things are in themselves 
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nothing worth, yet according to the usual course 
of His providence, we are encouraged to believe 
that "the word of God will not return unto him 
void," and that " our labour shall not 1^ in vain 
in the Lord." 

The various meetings and sermons which 
through the agency of these societies are intro- 
duced into so many places, often bring a peculiar 
blessing with them — ^Information is given and 
hearts are warmed, and people in England learn 
to value their own blessings, when they compare 
their condition with that of many others. More- 
over, pious and kind persons voluntarily go about 
from house to house, to distribute instructive little 
books upon these subjects, and to receive the 
contributions of those who may be disposed to 
assist. When these messengers of mercy arrive 
at any door, they should be welcomed as the ser- 
vants of God. They come as the first disciples, 
and while their hearts' desire and prayer is, ** peace 
be to this house," all members of the family 
should greet them in return, "Blessed are ye who 
come in the name of the Lord: we have wished 

h4. 
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you good luck, ye that are of the house of tk 
Lord." They are " fellow-helpers of the Truth," 
and every family that is fiivoured by their visiti 
may feel that an opportunity is offered for doing 
the greatest good in the easiest and cheapest 
manner. A poor British labourer may thus be* 
come a benefector to the Emperor of China, who, 
though he rules over three hundred and six^ 
millions of subjects, is still in want of such a 
precious truth as " God so loved the world that 
He gave His only son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlastmg life." 
This and similar eternal truths, a very poor per- 
8(Hi may be the instrument of giving to this great 
man, who though he seems rich, is poor indeed, 
until he possesses the ^^unsearchable riches 
of Christ." 

It is therefore most delighted to know that 
the good woman, about whom we have been 
reading, enjoyed the opportunity at a Mission- 
ary Meeting, of hearing about the wants of the 
Heathen; and it is most interesting to observe, 
that without advice from any one, or even men- 
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tioning her intention, she proceeded immediately 
the next morning, and begged to be allowed to 

* throw in her mite to the treasury of God. When 
she presented that rich offering of a poor widow 
related above, she merely proved her obedience 
to the command, and her faith in the promise of 
her Saviour. Some of the last words the Lord 
uttered upon earth were, " Go ye and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; teaching 
them to observe all things, whatsoever I have 
commanded you : and lo I am with you always, 
even to the end of the world." Mat. xxviii, 
19, 20. This pious woman read her Bible, she 
could not fail therefore to have met with these 
verses : perhaps they would come into her mind 
more forcibly than ever, after hearing the mis- 
eries of those who have never known the words 
which Christ ordered they should be taught. Her 
simple, faithful mind, would directly conclude, 
that no disciple of the Lord, could think of neg- 
lecting any of His comniands, and especially one 

- given in such a solemn manner, and under such 
affecting circumstances: and therefore she would 

H 5. 
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the next morning, and begged to be allowed to 
throw in her mite to the treasury of God. When 
she presented that rich offering of a poor widow 
related above, she merely proved her obedience 
to the command, and her faith in the promise of 
her Saviour. Some of the last words the Lord 
uttered upon earth were, " Go ye and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; teaching 
them to observe all things, whatsoever I have 
commanded you : and lo I am with you always, 
even to the end of the world." Mat. xxviii, 
19, 20. This pious woman read her Bible, she 
could not fail therefore to have met with these 
verses : perhaps they would come into her mind 
more forcibly than ever, after hearing the mis- 
eries of those who have never known the words 
which Christ ordered they should be taught. Her 
simple, faithful mind, would directly conclude, 
that no disciple of the Lord, could think of neg- 
lecting any of His commands, and especially one 
given in such a solemn manner, and under such 
affecting circumstances: and therefore she would 
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conaider herself bound to do all she could to 
iMs Gospel, about which her Saviour ma 
ameious, to all nations. Then she would 
observe that He very graciously promiHed t 
with Hia disciples abeaya, even to the end o, 
world. Not ibr a few years after He spoke X 
words— not only with those persons who b 
Him — but with all His disciples every where, 
even to the end of the world, while employe 
His own great work of preaching the Gospel, 
deed this sincere Christian could not, accordii 
her own principles, act otherwise than she 
Being really pious and charitable, she loved 
and mankind,— she felt the worth of her own i 
and could not but feel that other souls were 
cious like her own — she also knew and 
that her divine Saviour, who had given Hii 
for her, desired this service at her hand, and 
His glory was closely connected with it. I 
feithful disciple " she did what she could, " 
lest any cold hearted person, should begin to tl 
that this poor widow did more than she ought, 
haps these considerations may be useful. Or 
the great duties of a Christian is, to assis 
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spreading and establishing the truth of God: sji 
those who have the Gospel of Jesus Christ aie 
obliged to lend their help in giving it to others. 
Each disciple of the Lord is as the '^ light of the 
world" and salt of the earth: to him ^'it is given 
to know" the truth and grace of God, on purpose 
that be may disperse the darkness and purify the 
Gorruptiaa which still hangs over and defiles this 
pj^t of the creajtion. Then again, — the more mis- 
erable and destitute any object of compassion may 
be, the more are true Christians obliged tp reader 
all the h^Ip that is possible: ihe Saviour hii^self 
^'Q9ff^ to seek and to save 'Ufuzi which wqs lQ§t'' 
-^th^ unchne^ th^ helpless^ the hopeless . I^ the 
parable which so )dndly describes the feelings 
of our heavenly Father towards the penit;ent; 
great joy is called for and justified, because 
"the lost is found, and the dead is alive again." 
A pious heart is therefore deeply affected with 
tha degraded and wretched state of the Heathen, 
and feels that in proportion to their helpless mis- 
ery should be the exertions to seek out and to 
save them. Again — ^Though this duty is so im- 
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portant, and the need so urgent, there are as yet 
comparatively few persons, who seem to mider- 
stand their religion in this respect, and who act 
as if they believed that word, on which they pro- 
fess to trust: therefore, those who do see this 
matter right, must do the more. It lately hap- 
pened that the dwelling-house and buildings of 
a certain Farmer, were destroyed in a few hours, 
by the dreadful calamity of fire. As soon as this 
was known to the neighbours and acquaintances 
of the person, who had suffered so severe a loss, 
a subscription was immediately commenced, and 
in a few days, the whole sum sufficient to rebuild 
all that was burnt down, was easily raised: and 
very pleasing it was to observe the readiness, 
with which this act of mercy was begun and car- 
ried forward, till it was so happily concluded. 

Now supposing some good christian had gone 
to the same persons, and to the same neighbour- 
hood, where these subscriptions were so freely 
given, and had begged from door to door, for the 
miserable Heathen, who not only are many of them 
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houseless and naked, and destitute; but what is 
far more deplorable, are ignorant of their Saviour, 
know not that they may pray for the Holy Spirit, 
and pass their hopeless lives utterly ** without 
God in the world. '* Though these unhappy 
beings have the strongest claims upon all who 
call themselves Christians, yet it is to be feared, 
that it woidd be even difficult to gather as many 
shillings for them, as there were pounds raised 
for the Farmer. The one object was before their 
eyes, visible and obvious ; the other was far off, 
and never likely to be seen. The pounds were 
given to rebuild houses and bams, all earthly 
property; the shillings were required to recover 
and bless the immortal, yet invisible spirits, of 
strangers, living in a distant land, and who being 
now unknown, would never probably meet their 
benefactors, until they all assembled before the 
tribunal of God. 

It is the privilege of a christian "to love that 
Saviour whom he has not seen^ and though 
now. he see Him not, yet, believing to rejoice in 
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Him," and His service." 1 Peter, 1, 8. In 
like manner the christian's life is thus scrip- 
turally described; "He walks hj faith and not 
by Bi^ht.^* As we are now endeavouring to trace 
the character of a certain pious woman, it is 
again satisfactory to discover, that in this matter 
of assisting the Missionary work so liberally, she 
showed herself a true disciple of Him, "who 
though He was rich, yet for our sakes became poor 
that we through His poverty might be made rich." 
She might have said in her heart, as the infidel 
Cain, with his lips, when the claims of the Hea- 
then were urged upon her, "am I my brother's 
keeper." She knew better, and felt better than 
to think or speak thus. "Rivers of water ran 
down the eyes" of the pious Psalmist; why? 
because he had lost something dear to him? 
because he was himself a sufferer? no ! simply 
because men "kept not the laws of God." Ps. 
cxix, 136. It is a good sign when any one 
feels so tenderly for the honour of God, as to 
weep for the transgression of His will. Moreover 
great benefiits produce great gratitude : " She loved 



SCRIPTURAL PIETY. 125 

li, for much had been forgiven her." It was 
en for her comfort, that, "he which con- 
ith the sinner from the error of his way, shall 

a soul from death, and shall hide a multi- 
of sins." James v, 20. And she believed 
the day is at hand, when ** They that be wise 

shine as the brightness of the firmament; 
they that turn many to righteousness^ as 
ftars, for ever and ever,'' Dan. xii, 3. 



CHAPTER VIII. 



DEATH. 

Our little history is drawing to its conclusion, 
and like every other earthly thing, the end of 
this also, must be connected with decay and death. 
For, from the moment that sin entered into this 
world, which was created "very good," God re- 
solved that every object we behold should have 
vanity written over it, while the whole race of 
man became subject to this law, ** Dust thou art, 
and unto dust thou shalt return/' Gen. iii, 19. 
Thus all persons, whatever their character may 
be, are liable to be afflicted with pain and sick- 
ness, as well as other sorrows, neither ** can the 
righteousness of the righteous deliver him at all." 
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As the creator maketh His sun to shine on the 
evil and on the ^ood, and sendeth rain on the 
jtist and on the unjust, so likewise in regard to 
sufferings and death, "one event happeneth to 
all." The day of separation and reward is not 
yet. The psalmist therefore, observes, that the 
wicked are often most prosperous, and "come 
into no misfortune like others ; ** while on the 
other hand it is no less true, that "many are 
the afflictions of the righteous, " and sometimes 
even on purpose, that the trial of their faith may 
be found unto praise and honor and glory, at the 
appearing of Jesus Christ." 1 Pet. i, 7. We 
must be careful therefore "to judge nothing before 
the time," but wait, and "the day will declare 
it." Meanwhile, we may sometimes behold with 
wonder the faithful Evangelist, Henry Martin, 
or the first blessed martjrr, St. Stephen, closing 
their earthly course in the midst of such painful 
circumstances, that we cannot help exclaiming, 
"what hath sin wrought!" Yet, upon serious 
reflection we shall conclude, that in the departure 
of a sinner from a sinful world, even though that 
world be redeemed, and that sinner saved, it is 
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right their should be remaining obscurity. This 
is not the region of light and purity ; Heaven is 
the state where *' there shall nothing enter that 
defileth," and where " we shall see face to face, 
and know even as we are known." As therefore 
in a ship wreck, the pious and profane may sink 
alike into the waves ; so when any plague or gen- 
eral sickness visits a country, we find that it car- 
ries off persons of all ages, and all conditions. 
The destroying angel slew 70,000 persons, with- 
out distinction, rchen the sin of David the king 
fell in judgment upon the people : and as all men 
are sinners, so all may justly suffer, under any 
general calamity. 

That form of pestilence usually called Cholera, 
visited the town where this good woman dwelt: 
and while there were some, who by there intem- 
perance prepared the way for this disease, and 
died miserably; she also, the sober, righteous, 
and godly, was smitten with the same fatal sick- 
ness. As soon as it was known that the pestilence 
was upon her, it was proposed to inform the 
Clergyman. This she positively declined; and 
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00 persuasion would induce her to allow any one 
so acquaint him with her dangerous illness. Her 
liumility, fdrgetfulness g£ self, and carefulness 
br others, which was so remarkable in her life, 
ittended her even in the hour of death. Though 
ifae knew that this good man went to visit the sick 
ind dying, and was constantly attending those 
ifliicted with the veiy disease, yet she persisted 
iiat his life was too precious to be exposed to so 
preat a risk; and she said, others needed his ser- 
rice more, perhaps, than she did ; and especially 
it that time of danger and death. In this she 
bllowed the example of the son of God : even 
vhile the agonies g[ the cross were upon Him, 
Sis whole mind seemed to be employed about 
he honor of His father ; He recalled His will 
md used His word. Christ also from the midst 
if the terrible sufferings of approaching death 
^nembered His poor mother, and recommended 
ler to the care of the Apostle. He did not negr 
ect even the miserable men, who were engaged 
a his crucifixion; and s(xne of his last words 
were prayers for them, '^Father forgive them, 
or they kaow not what they do.'' 

I. 
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This was then perhaps a better proof of her 
state oi peaceful hope^ than many of the signs 
which some might have desired more. And if it 
should seem to be regretted, that we have thus 
been deprived erf the benefit of knowing how such 
a Christian would die, perhaps it may be well to 
reflect, that she was in the hands of one who sees 
more clearly than we can do, what is for the best. 
She has been permitted to teach tea hy Tier life, 
which is far more useful and satisfactory, than 
what she might have said and done a few hours 
before she left this world. 

There is often too much written and said about 
the last words and feelings of a poor feeble crea- 
ture, whose mind and body may both probably be 
weakened by disease. If persons were more 
careful how they lived, it would not be necessary 
to think so much about how they die. It re- 
quires much knowledge of Scripture, and large 
experience to form a right judgment on such 
occasions. Persons of strong nerves, and natu- 
rally high spirits, may be expected to appear in 
a very different state of mind, &om those who have 
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weak nerves, and low spirits. It is very easy, by 
loud prayers, to excite a dying penitent until he 
puts on the appearance of a most un-scriptural 
triumph. There is often much fever too, which 
affects the brain in such cases, and so produces 
many false appearances. An eminent Physician 
has given his opinion, that it is absolutely neces- 
sary, for a dying person to be left quiet, and nearly 
alone. The speaking and noise, and disturbance 
of many people in the room, renders the departure 
difhcult and painful, and actually disorders the 
course of nature, and may oppose one of the laws 
of the Creator. So that if friends wish to be very 
kind to a dying relative or neighbour, they will 
leave him as still as possible y keep the room very 
airy^ and not filled with other peoples^ breathy 
and let no one enter hut for some very good 
reason. "The effectual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much." James v, 16^ 
The Clergyman or some other pious friend may 
very properly attend nearly to the last; but all 
should be very gentle — ^no shouting, and no ex- 
citement — it can do no good and may do eternal 

harm. 

I 2. 
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A very devoted servant of God, who had spent 
a long life in striving to promote the glory of 
God, and the salvation of men, in every way which 
his wisdom and faith could devise: when laid 
upon his death hed, observed one morning, more 
persons than usual in the room, for they had en- 
tered at the request of his nurse, who wished their 
assistance, as she believed his departure was at 
hand. Not knowing why they were there, nor 
exactly how many, he soon after sent for one of 
his most dear friends, and in a very serious and 
affecting manner, expressed his disapprobation: 
adding "you are all wrong, you want to see what 
is called a dying scene. That I abhor ^ from my 
inmost soul; I wish to he alone with my God, 
There I would lie before Him, as the vilest of the 
vile, the lowest of the low, and the poorest of the 
poor. Now this is what I have to say: I wish to 
he alone, dont let people come round to get up a 
scene." He afterwards said, smiting three times 
slowly on his breast; "I am, I know, the chief of 
sinners, and I hope for nothing but the mercy of 
God, through Jesus Christ, unto eternal Life; 
and I shall be, if not lYve ^tfe^\»^\.\xtfsoNxsafttit of 
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Grod's mercy in Heaven, yet the very next to it, 
for I know of none greater. I lie adoring the sov- 
reignty of God in choosing such an one — and 
the mercy of God in pardoning such an one — and 
the faithfulness of God in prefecting His work, and 
performing all His promises to such an one. It 
is to the principles I look — ^It is upon the hroad 
grand principles of the Gospel that I repose — it is 
not upon any particular promise here or there, 
any little portions of the word, which some people 
seem to take comfort from, hut I wish to look at 
the grand whole — at the vast scheme of redemp- 
tion^ from eternity to eternity, I am not soli- 
citous so much ahout this feeling or that, or this 
state or that, as upon keeping before me the grand 
purpose of God, from eternity to eternity. I do 
not depend upon the feelings and thoughts which 
are changing and uncertain, but I am kept by 
Him who changes not.'* 

Another of the most zealous and laborious of 
Christ's disciples who indeed "served his genera- 
tion and is now fallen asleep" has left us these 
sentiments, ^*It is a soVemn VSkvs^ \ft ^^^ ^ 

1 ^- 
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have no rapturous joys; but peace, a good hope 
through grace.'* On one occasion he said in his 
own peculiar manner, " I hope I shall creep into 
Heaven through some crevice in the door." And 
again, "If I maybe permitted to drop one tear, 
as I enter the portals of the city of my God; it 
will be at taking leave of that beloved and profit- 
able companion, repentance J*^ 

It is remarkable how little is written in the 
Bible of the dying scenes of many faithful per- 
sons, whose lives are given at length. We - 
know nothing of the last words and feelings of 
St. Paul, St. John, St. Peter, or their brethren. 
It is simply stated that St. John Baptist was be« 
headed, and St. James killed with the sword; 
but we are not allowed to enter their prison, and 
intrude upon the privacy of their dying hour. 
There were special reasons why St. Stephen 
should be made an exception, as there were why 
his great master and Saviour should be "lifted 
up " in the sight of all. Generally it seems to 
be according to the government of Gt)d, over 
this fallen world, that as each spirit departs 
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from it to another state, there] should be the same 
degree of light and obscurity, of peace and anxi- 
ety, of hope and fear, . that is known to prevail 
in the other parts of human life. There is no 
seperate law and exclusive promise respecting 
the death of any one of the children of men. It 
is merely the passage from this state to another; 
and it may plea«e God to make it joyous or sad, 
clear or gloomy, just as He in His wisdom may 
determine. Sometimes the last evidences of the 
departing believer, are very satisfactory; and for 
these we should be thankful: but we must not 
expect too much ; nor attach too much importance 
to the presence or absence of joyous feelings. The 
most suitable, and probably the best state for 
a dying redeemed sinner, is an humble, [calm, 
peaceful reliance upon God in Christ. And this 
is quite distinct from the state of the ungodly. 
The Scripture has clearly described the difference 
in this verse; "The wicked is driven away in 
his wickedness, but the righteous hath hope in 
his death." Prov. xiv, 32. 

Oh ! it is most painful to see the sinner cut 
shorty in the midst of his carelessness ^ and world- 
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liness, and wickedness, and forced to lea\ 
scene of his present enjoyment forever — He 
to the least sign of health ; the least symptom 
very is talked over, as if all depended up< 
yet is there no anxiety to feel the truth • 
gospel; no real heartfelt sorrow for sin-— i 
peated earnest prayer for grace — ^no wiUii 
to meet God, nor desire for the Heaven whi 
hath promised. All is a dull yielding to ] 
8iiy; and so bending down before a pow 
cannot resist, the wicked is driven away : 
wickedness. Alas! '^if the righteous scare 
savedy where shall the ungodly and the \ 
appear?!.!!" 1 Pet. iv, 18. 

''But the righteous hath hope in his deat 
" He knows in whom he hath believed" — ^Bj 
"he seeth Him who is invisible" — He feels 
though he must put off this earthly Taben 
yet, that he has a building of God, an hous 
made with hands, eternal in the Heavens." 
can " bless the God and &ther of our Lord 
Christ, who, according to his abundant n 
baOi begotten ua again \]ji\A^ ^ VLn^V^ hoi^ 
the resurrection of Jewia CVin&\. ^'o^ "^^ 
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unto an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away, reserved in Heaven, 
for those who are kept by the power of God 
through faith unto salvation. I Peter, i, 3. 
He "knows that the only wise (rod our Saviour, 
is able to keep him from falling, and to present 
him faultless before the presence of His glory, 
with exceeding joy." Jude, xxiv, And thus 
as "he enters upon the valley of the shadow of 
death, he fears no evil; God is with him. His rod 
and His staff they comfort him." "He falls 
asleep in Jesus. He dies blessed in the Lord; to 
awake at the voice of the archangel and the trump 
of Gody when the Lord Jesus Christ shall come 
to be glorified in His saints, and admired in all 
them that believe." Ps. xxiii, 4. 2 This, i, 10. 



CONCLUDING KEFLECTIONS. 



I. TRUE aSLIGIOM MAT BB OBSCUBB. 



Our story is ended. And now it may pro- 
bably occur to some thoughtful mind, ^'surely 
the character of this pious woman was very re-* 
markable: how useful and delightM it would 
have been to hear her own words, and to behold 
in her the living power of practical piety: it is to 
be regretted that she was not generally known." 

In reply to such thoughts, it may be well to 

observe, that it is part of the wise plan of God, 

towards those whom "He hath chosen," often 

to keep them retired and unknown. When 

Noab and his family, t\ie otA^j WiVic&sixxj^wci^ftsti^ 
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were to be protected from all the calamities which 
sorrounded them, **God shut them in. " So like- 
wise the Psalmist, who well understood "the 
thoughts and ways of Jehovah," exclaims thus, 
"Oh! how plentiful is thy goodness, which thou 
has laid up, for them that fear thee; and that thou 
has prepared for them that put their trust in thee, 
even before the sons of men! t?iou shalt hide 
them privily, by thine own presence, from the 
praooJcing of all men; thou shalt keep them 
secretly in thy tabernacle^ from the strife of 
tongues. Fs. xxxi, 19 — ^20. It is no small 
mercy, if it be the will of God, for any one to be 
allowed calmly and peaceably to pass through 
this troublesome world, to the place of rest. And 
if a person be bom in such an humble station, 
that it is not necessary that he should be at all 
conspicuous, it is a cause of thankfulness rather 
than regret. Real piety is not necessarily joined 
to a great name; the most excellent christians 
are often those who draw upon themselves the 
least observation. It is well known, that when 
the heart is heavily burthened with grief, the 
lips ar^ silent;, and so the ^ouL, ^\)i<c;\iS&^ifscsssy^^ 
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impressed with the great truths of salvation, of 
Heaven and eternity, will not be disposed to speak 
of them frequently, and lightly, but seldom, and 
with solemnity. We must not therefore, fall into 
the error of supposing, that if a person becomes 
religious, all the neighbourhood must know of it; 
on the contrary, a real friend will keep a young 
convert as quiet and retired as possible. In most 
cases, where persons are not required by their 
station in life to take a lead, or to teach others, 
the less they talk about their religion the better; 
the best way to prove that God has been gracious 
to them, is by *^an harmless and blameless life ;'' 
by carefully and quietly performing all their 
duties; and then they may leave others to judge 
of the tree upon which such finiits flourish. 

This really good woman, as observed above, 
"did not behave herself unseemly," she knew 
what became her. It never therefore occurred to 
her that she must make any show of religion: 
indeed one of the most striking features in her 
character, was this, that she seemed to think, she 
ftas not good at oHl. ^wieX^ «vx.^ ^ %\:d.\ft oC tsoind 



SCRIPTURAL PIRTY. 141 

was more suitable, and more useM to her, than 
a desire to tell others what she felt, and so make 
them admire her goodness. It requires a double 
portion of wisdom and grace, to keep a disciple 
safe and right, when exposed to observation, and 
tried by the attention of others; and yet un- 
happily, at the very time when persons are least 
able to bear such temptation, they are oftimes 
foolishly exposed to it most severely. 

It is a very strong mind indeed, that can bear 
praise and distinction, especially if it be unusual, 
and connected with religion. And it is wonderful, 
but no less true than wonderful, that persons who 
think they are godly and righteous, can really 
feel a secret pride while they are declaring 
themselves miserable sinners: for they fancy 
they have more of the grace of God than others: 
and the smile of satisfaction on their faces seems 
to imply that they are taking to themselves all the 
comfort of that Scripture " the secret of the Lord 
is with them that fear him, and he will shew 
them of his covenant'' Ps. xxn, W. ^WsoiA. 
we then be sorry that this \i\iaAAft -^Wos^ ^^^ ^^^^^sw.- 
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known ? Bather ought we to rejoice that she was 
mercifully kept fix)m the peculiar trial which 
oftimes hinders the progress of those who are 
trying to walk in the " narrow way.'* t 

It is comfortable also to reflect that "the 
foimdation of God standeth sure, having this 
seal, the Lord knoweth tJiem that are His.'^ 
2 Tim. ii, 19. Thus in the days of Elijah, when 
that Prophet thought he was alone^ God rebuked 
his ignorance, "Z have reserved to myself 7OO0 
men,^* So also it is recorded of a very devoted ^ 
preacher of the Gospel, Martin Boos, that his 
eyes were first opened to perceive the truth, on 
visiting "a very humble and pious soul, who 
lived retired and unknown,*' and was then lying 
on her death-bed. This woman who had passed 
her life in obscurity^ yet possessed a secret trea- 
sure; which through the special providence of 
God, she was permitted, just before her depar- 
ture, faithfully to impart to one, who should 
himself become a "burning and shining light." 
In like manner we may believe that there are 
many of the "hidden ones oi Q^o^,'' i^^^i^sa%\a. 
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elusion, unknown almost to any but their own 
nily, and perhaps by them not understood, 
10 will one day "burst forth as the sun, in the 
igdom of their father.'* "Let us therefore 
ige nothing before the time." "There are 
my that are first who shall be last, and the 
it first." The wisdom of God has determined 
at the time for a full discovery is not yet arri- 
d. But ^^t?ie Lord is at hand, who both will 
in^ to light the hidden things of darkness, 
d will make manifest the counsels of the 
arts: and then shall every one have praise 
' Godr 1 CoR. iv, 5. 



J. TBUE RELIGION 18 THE SECRET WORK OF OOD. 

Keal piety may then exist in obscurity, and 
excellent christian be allowed to pass her days 
nost unknown: as Christ, "the light of the 
)rld" did not begin to shine for thirty years, 
d then He enlightened the darkness of only a 
V inhabitants of a very small country. And 
ue religion may begin and ;^uruK m iKa %Q^kl^ 
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unattended hy any very remarlcable outward 
appearances, "So is the kingdom of God, as if 
a man should cast seed into the ground, and 
should sleep and rise night and day, and the seed 
should spring and grow up, he knoweth not how." 
Mark, iv, 26. This was in some measure 
verified in the case hefore us; and the whole 
matter seems to have been so ordered, that, 
"no flesh should glory in the presence of that 
God who worketh all things after the counsel 
of His own will." 

An humble woman is discovered "working 
out her own salvation, with fear and trembling;" 
and God is declared "as working in her both to 
will and to do of His own good pleasure." Phil. 
ii, 12. This then is an example which any seri- 
ous enquirer after Truth may follow. There is 
nothing marvellous to astonish or alarm: all is 
plain and probable and practical. 

St. Paul was converted by a miracle; there 
was a light and a voice proceeding from the Lord 
himself. We see the meaning of this afterwards. 
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There is a fitness in every work of God; the 
means are always suited to the end. Generally 
it would be any thing but useful or proper that 
converts should be visited in this way. 

Our Lord was aware of the disposition there 
is in mankind to expect something marvellous in 
religious matters, and He often reproved this 
fault, especially once when he said, ** except ye 
see signs and wonders, ye will not believe." It 
is pride that causes people to wish for these 
signs and wonders in their own case; they lik^ 
to have something remarkable that they may 
speak of, and that others may admire in them. 
They are not contented to enter "the straight 
gate, and walk along the narrow way" in a com- 
mon manner, but they would be distinguished; 
and so very often they invent or imagine what 
never happens. It is instructive to observe in 
this good woman, all the goodly fruits of vital 
faith, without any of those weeds of "bitterness 
which often spring up to trouble us." And when 
we rise from reading this story, any one may 
feel, that this is a simple instance of real god^ 
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Unese; that nothing happened here, wh 
not be found elsewhere; and that the 
is fuch as may be imitated by all, 1 
widow has nothing brilliant about her: 
not set up to be gazed upon: it is n( 
what was the immediate cause of her con 
she is found walking in 'Hhe commai 
and ordinances of the Lord," and as i 
she is visited with a blessing. No humai 
ment is magpiified, all the praise must be 
red on Him to whom alone it is due; i 
moral of the whole is written thus:—" 
gloriethy let him glory in theliord." 



III. TRUE RBLXQXOXr IS SHEWN IN COMMON 

As the Gospel of Jesus Christ is tl 
gift of God to this fallen world, so are tb 
sions it contains, suited to all the vari 
cumstances in which mankind are found. 
ever there is a human heart and a Bible, 
the materials for producing one of the moi 
lent things that is known upon earth-* 
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Christian. Religion, therefore, is not to he looked 
ibr in a certain number of extraordinary actions^ 
still less is it only to be expected on ^reat occa- 
sioniy at the season of prayer, and on the sah- 
bath-daj. If we have read this book careftilly, 
we shall observe that when once the right prin- 
ciple is implanted in the heart, it will he shewn 
m many very common things. It is useftd, in- 
deed very necessary, to attend to this; for many 
persons seem, if we may so say, to wait fdr some 
great opportunity to shew their piety. There is 
no need to wait at all. " Now is the accepted 
time," may any christian say, every day, when he 
begins his common duties. 

This humble woman nether enjoyed great oc- 
casions of shewing how good she was. She was 
too really good, to seek Ibr, or desire such occa- 
sions. Indeed the only one which seemed to be 
in her power, a death-bed scene, she utterly de- 
clined; while she refused not to do, most dili- 
gently, in her own quiet way, the simple duties 
and works of charity she could. This book is not 
then written, for a favoured few, but for all who 

K. 
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will read it. And any serious person who has 
improved what is contained in it, will be much 
encouraged by the example given. Jlny one may 
feel it possible, through the grace of God, to arrive 
at the same knowledge, ability, and usefulness, as 
this poor widow. The facts and reflections are 
intended for general use. No one may say "how 
can these things be," but rather "Oh! that I 
were as good as she was." And why should you 
not be? The same Bible, the same ordinances, 
the same duties, the same promises are open to 
you also. Delay not therefore till God shall " do 
some great thing" for you. You are alive, there 
is hope. " Draw nigh to God, and he will draw 
nigh to you." "Cease to do evil, learn to do 
well." "Ask and it may be given you." "Seek 
and you may find." Account that the long suf- 
ferring of the Lord is salvation, who is not willing 
that any should perish, but that all should come 
to repentance. 2 Pet. iii, 9. 

IV. TRUE RELIGION IS REAL DI6NITT. 

There is an evil in the present world, which 
the truth of God elone \\^ ^cyw^t \a remove. 
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Many objects appear in a fahe lights and few 
things are esteemed according to their real value. 
This statement may surprise some who think 
themselves worldly-wise. Yet it is a fact, that the 
cleverest of men often make the most disgraceful 
mistakes in judging of the worth of that which is 
most important. Who knows best ; God or man? 
Now God has said, "wfiat shall it profit a man 
if he gain the whole worlds and loose his own 
soul?^^ The Lord of life pronounces the soul 
of more value than all the world. 

Is this the general opinicHi? Alas ! too often 
are we forced to recall those words : " That which 
is highly esteemed amongst men, is abomination 
in the sight of God." This little history then 
would be useful, if it only tended to correct a com- 
mon error, and to shew the supreme excellence of 
true religion. Upon whomsoever this gift is 
conferred, that person, without regard to any 
other earthly circumstance, may be considered to 
have reached the highest dignity of which human 
nature is capable. When God " chooses the poor 
oi this world, rich in &it\i, iVisX \5as^ \Ms:^\ifcV««j^ 
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of hijs promised kingdcm," he does in reality con- 
Ibf upon th^n the most distinguished hooxyr, and 
they become noble indeed. It is most delightfol 
to dwell upon such a truth — ^To consider atten- 
tively the value of the inmiortal spirit— To be 
assured that if that spirit is renewed and saved, 
all other outward circumstances are as nothing 
in comparison. These profitable thoughts may 
arise in our minds on reading the narrative above. 
It is thus proved beyond all question^ that the 
most elevated and admirable features in the 
christian character may be exlMied under cir- 
cumstances the most common and lowly. It 
would be well indeed £br many of the rich and 
noble of the land, if they had attained to the same 
moral dignity as this poor widow. The gospel of 
Jesus Christ received into the heart, and ruling 
in the life, alone can raise them to this degree of 
virtue. This gospel is offered to all : it is in a 
special sense, "preached to the poor." Its effects, 
therefore, may be expected to prevail largely 
amongst themy And religion actually may be 
seen in ail its beauty, and all its glory ^ among 
/jie lowest of the human race. 
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He therefcnre who is called to minister the KoLy 
Gospel, as he looks forth ujkhi his congregation, c^ 
whomsoever it consists, may derive consolation 
&om reflecting; that he is working cm the very 
material from which 'Hhe spirits of the just are 
perfected," and b preparing the beings whom he 
teaches, that they may one day be ^^rnade equal to 
the angels of God." And the poor themselves, for 
whona this book is written, should thus learn to 
think less of worldly pleasures and riches: should 
strive to attain that real good^ which through 
Christ is offered to them all ; and passing con- 
tentedly and peaceably through life; -should lod^ 
forward to the time, when, whosoever shall have 
done the will of God, shall be acknowledged by 
the Lord of all, as one of His best Mends and 
dearest relations, while from His hand they re- 
ceive the crown of glory, which fideth not away." 
MiiT. xU, 50. 1 Pot. v, 4. 



v. TRUE RBtlOION IS rBACTXCAL. 

The incidents and reflections which have pass- 
ed before us, may also sug<g&%t ^i^CkaX TeoX osuA. 
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scriptural religion exercises a practical infiu- 
ence over the whole conduct. 

One great design of God in all the ftiU pro- 
visions of the gospel, is, to produce in each be- 
liever a new moral character. The sacrifice for 
sin is offered and accepted; and through the atone- 
ment of the son of God, a free forgiveness of all 
sin, original and actual, is proclaimed to the trans- 
gressor. "Keceiving Christ," the sinner is 
pardoned, and also made partaker of the righte- 
ousness of God in Him." Through this union 
with the Saviour, the Holy Spirit according to pro- 
mis6, exerts His gracious power: the christian 
"being in Christ is made a new creature," and 
is enabled to bring forth "the fruits of righteous- 
ness, which are by Christ Jesus, unto the glory 
and praise of God." 2 Cor. v, 17. Phil, i, 11. 
Now these blessings of redemption promised of 
God, as well as repentance and faith required 
of man, all tend to the same result, viz : the 
creating another character in a sinful being, and 
fitting a disordered and defiled soul for the service 
and blessedness of Heaven. 
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We have scriptural reason to be very anxious 
that we receive Christ," that we "be found in 
Him, and led by the Spirit of God." The pre- 
cept of the Apostle is "Examine yourselves whe- 
ther ye be in the faith; prove your own selves; 
know ye not your own selves^ how that Jesus 
Christ is in you^ except ye he reprobates J^^ 
2 Cor. xiii, 5. "Am I bom again of the spirit 
of God?" "Being justified by faith, have I 
peace with God ? Is the love of God shed abroad 
in my heart by the Holy Ghost?" "Is Christ 
in me the hope in Glory?" These are momen- 
tous and spiritual questions; and they require a 
large portion of the "wisdom that is from above," 
rightly to answer. The subject itself is in its 
very nature, secret and mysterious. " The wind 
bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the 
sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it com- 
eth and whither itgoeth; so is everyone that b 
bom of the spirit." John iii, 8. 

In examining then the state of our souls, and 
the operations of the Spirit of God upon them, we 
should be affected with "reverence and godly 

k4. 
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fear." We should not presiime to intrude 
into the mysteries, which may not be revealed. 
** Secret things belong to God." We should never 
talk of such solemn matters in a common and 
light, or bold and daring manner. It is possible 
to "grieve the Spirit of God," by thinking and 
speaking improperly of His mysteries, as well as 
by any other sin. It should also be remembered, 
that light and grace are granted varuntsly by 
the supreme wisdom of God; and it is not becom- 
ing in us feeble and short sighted, to pronounce 
positwely upon such a subject. The evidences 
which are desired, are not always proportioned to 
the piety of the person in whom they are sought 
for. Much [depends upon various circumstances, 
some of which may be discovered, others may not 
be revealed till the day of judgment. Ccxistita- 
tional infirmity, or strength, peculiar temptations, 
or assistances, and other ingredients, enter into 
the subject of enquiry: these can be known 
only to the person who experiences them, and 
imperfectly even to him. Moreover "The Spirit 
divideth to every man severally, as He will." 
And in this respect "who hath known the mind 
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of the Lord, or who hath been His counsellor?" 
1 CoR. xii, 11. BoM. xi, 34. Assuredly upon 
a subject so mysterious as the secret work of God 
upon the soul, instead of trying to have it all 
plainly laid out and exhibited to our vain curios- 
ity, thereby gratifying pride and encouraging pre- 
sumption; it would be far more beccnning and 
profitable to take our place beside the man who 
being admitted into the third Heaven and ac- 
quainted with many mysteries, knew where to 
limit his enquiry, when he exclaimed; ^^Oh! the 
depth of the riches both of the wisdom and know- 
ledge of God, how imsearchable are His judg- 
ments, and his ways past finding out!" Our 
Ijord knew how much more agreeable it is to the 
natural mind to speculate about mysteries, than 
to perform common duties, and therefore he gave 
forth this plain rule: "By their fruits ye shall 
know them." Is that disciple's heart renewed? 
Is he a Christian indeed? Let us judge of what 
f»e cannot 9ee by that which is visible and d- 
vum9. What are his dispositions, and tempers, 
and habits? How does he perform his various 
daily duties? Is his obedieiioe constant and con- 

K 5. 
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scientious ? What is the great object for which 
he seems to live? Such enquiries are really use- 
ful — such evidences are scriptural, and practical. 
Whereas it is not uncommon for persons who 
have got a little knowledge of the gospel, to talk 
very confidently about the time of their conver- 
sion, and to neglect the very purpose for which 
conversion is granted. If "it is given unto you 
to believe," if God has "called you out of dark- 
ness into His marvellous light," if He has "taken 
away your heart of stone and given you a heart 
of flesh;" can you suppose that this great work 
is done chiefly to be the subject of conversation? 
No! If thus the first principle of religion is im- 
planted in your heart, it is that you should bring 
forth much fruit: "herein is the Father glori- 
fied: so shall ye be proved disciples of Christ." 

No real Ohristian ever feels, that by once 
"turning unto God" all is as it were done: nei- 
ther will he be constantly looking hach to the 
moment when he may suppose he experienced 
a change of heart, and from thence derive his 
comfort. Rather like the Apostle, ^^ Forgetting 
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those things which are behind, and reaching 
forth unto those things which are before, he 
will press toward the mark for the prize of his 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus." Phii,. iii, 
13, 14. He will remember that his "ZiyA/ 
should shiner that others should see his good 
works : and that if "chosen of Christ," it is ex- 
pressly that he should "bring forth fruit, and that 
his &uit should remain," be abiding and perma- 
Qjent. A well instructed disciple Learning religion 
from the word of God, assisted by an able and pious 
Minister, will consider the revealed truths or doc- 
trines of the Gospel of the highest importance; 
will be most anxious to obtain a clear and aocu^ 
rate knowledge of them; and will desire to be 
"ready always to gjLve an answer to every man that 
asketh him a reason of the hope that is in him, 
with meekness and fear, having a good con- 
science." 1 FsT. iii, 15. But he will also con- 
sider that all the doctrines of the gospel are 
practical; and that they are made known to us, 
that they may be principles qf condttet. If any 
one therefore makes them the subject chiefly of 
speculation and discussion; and use the grace 
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given, merely as an opportunity of talking over 
what God has done, or may intend to do in the 
soul; this is to defeat the very object for which 
the gift is granted, and in a certain sense it is 
"receiving the grace of God in vain." '' 

If the mind of any child of man be enlightened, 
and his heart renewed, it is with this express 
design, that he should ^^waW (or constantly 
live and act) ** worthy of his vocation," and 
^^sherv out of a good conversation^ his worTiS 
with meekness of wisdom J' James iii, 13. It 
is far more important for any one to be sure that " 
he is now living an holy and moral life, than that 
he once received certain religious impressions. 
It is very easy to be mistaken in the latter, while 
the former is obvious and easy to be discovered. 
Besides if God was pleased to visit the conscience 
by His Spirit, this was done on purpose that the 
whole course of life might be improved. There 
are evil tempers to be corrected — bad habits to 
be subdued — the whole conduct to be put in or- 
der — and the various duties of every day to be 
properly and conscientiously performed. The ere- 
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ator has so ordered it that our characters are grad- 
ually formed by practice. If we would he truly 
religious y we must act out our religion in daily 
duty. "We do learn of the doctrine by doing the 
will of God," but we do not do the will of God, 
by learning the doctrine only: for it is one thing 
to know what is right and another thing to per- 
form what we know. Even an Apostle confesses, 
"the good that I would, I do not, but the evil 
which I would not, that I do." Rom. vii, 19. 
We must beware then, lest we mistake the know- 
ledge of the head, for the obedience of the heart j 
and must remember, that the virtuous habits pro- 
duced by grace, are strengthened by action, while 
the appointed way for our becoming better ^ is 
the keeping the commandments of God. 

Let us consider the case of this simple minded 
woman ; she seemed to see at once that religion is 
a practical matter: she had no idea of believing 
and not doing: she was concerned not so much 
about her feelings as her actions. And we who 
read her history, when we observe her simplicity 
humility, industry, order, cleanliness, and econ- 
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omj; disinterestedness, patient continuance in 
well doing, peaceable activity, propriety of beha- 
yiour, and enlarged charity, cannot fail to per- 
ceive the close union that subsists between piety 
and morality: and we must acknowledge, that 
while no real virtue can exist apart fiom the prin« 
ciples of religion, whosoever professes to be reli- 
gious, ought also to be exemplary in condact. 
The attempt, in this respect, to separate what God 
has joined for ever, is one of the signs of the times, 
and a most alarming one it is. The unbeliever 
(in heart, though not perhaps in word) resolves 
that men shall be made what they ought to be, 
without the faith of the gospel: while the high 
professor of the truths of the Bible is too olEten an 
indifferent husbatid or father, master car servant, 
neighbour or subject. 

We shall learn a very useful lesscsi from this 
little book, if by reading it, we are enabled to esta- 
blish in our minds this truth: — ^Bsligior is a 

PRINCIPLE OP CONDUCT. 

It would be well if in our Sunday and other 
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Schools, for the education of the poor, this truth 
waA more attended to. It is to be feared that too 
much time is often spent in teaching children 
what they are to heUeve^ and too little in teaching 
them how they are to behave. Their minds in- 
deed must be opened; but their wills must Isoa 
be brought into subjection: head and heart must 
be improved together. No experienced Teacher 
can doubt which part of the work is the most 
difficult. Many a clever and proud child will 
easily learn the chief doctrines of Christianity, 
and delight to shew his knowledge: but insist 
upon his strict obedience to certain rules and pos- 
itive commandments, and there comes forth idle- 
ness, self will, and rebeUion. Since then it is 
certainly much easier to teach a young person to 
repeat the creed accurately on the Sunday, than 
to perform the various duties of the whole week, 
submissively and punctually; it is quite clear 
that more time should be given than often is, to 
that part of instruction which is practical. It 
should never be forgotten that mankind are nearly 
as ignorant of the strictness of the law of Gody 
and t?ie particulars of obedience^ as they are 
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uninformed about the great truths of the Saviour 
and Sanctifier. They must be taught the one and 
the other. "Line upon line and precept upon 
precept," is requisite in both cases. 

Especially young people should never be al- " 
lowed to go away satisfied with knowing what is 
right, unless they are also decidedly prepared to 
do it. They should have it always impressed 
upon them, that religious knowledge is intended 
for virtuous practice — ^they should never be en- 
couraged to make a profession until experience 
has proved they are sincere. Good desires and 
feelings they should be taught to consider as 
worth little or nothing, unless they be proved 
and confirmed by a conscientious daily conduct. 
Where the mind is enlarged, and there is some 
acquaintance with the doctrines and facts of the 
Bible, there is need of a double portion of rigtd 
discipline. "A little knowledge is a dangerous 
thing;" and unless it be united to a strict go- 
vernment of the actionSy it will certainly produce 
evils of its own. Vanity and self importance 
must be subdued by constant performance of par- 
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ticular duties : the one corrects and regulates the 
other. Many a young disciple, who seems to 
promise well, is hindered or spoiled by injudicious 
treatment. As soon as symptoms of piety appear, 
foolish people make a noise about it, and cause 
the inexperienced convert, to think himself an 
hero, when in fact he is only an ignorant and sin- 
ful being, awakening to see a little of truth and 
pghteousness. 

The friends of the education of the poor have 
great reason to pay serious attention to this mat- 
ter. It is often said, "what good have all your 
schools done? Do the children brought up in 
them, turn out better than those who never had 
all this instruction? Are your pupils more mo- 
ral and virtuous, and correct, than other young 
people ? " We are forced to confess, that in. many 
instances, we are sadly disappointed; and one 
chief reason no doubt, why our Sunday and other 
schools, do not produce more good is this, that 
the parents at home and the teachers at school, 
do not pay due attention to the practical part of 
education — conWouling the willy directing the 
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conduct y and fbrmm^ the behainour, A joung 
person after a course of instruction ^ in a christiui 
school, enters upon a situation certainly with 
great advantage, it may be, even with a religious 
character. It is reasonably expected, that any 
one so brought up, will prove industrious, peace- 
able, obliging, humble, cleanly, orderly, and cor- 
rect in the performance of every duty. Instead 
of which, it too often happens, that others with 
less learning and perhaps no profession, are really 
more diligent, conscientious, respectftd, faithful, 
good tempered, and well behaved, than those who 
know so much, and do so little. 

How are we to explain this? We must not 
hastily conclude that there is hjrpocrisy, or even 
wilful ignorance in such' cases. The fact is, that 
young people are not taught distinctly, to be slow 
in declaring themselves religious, until their reli- 
gion is proved by their conduct. Profession is 
made too easy a thing. They do not understand 
that impressions and desires are almost nothing, 
unless they are carried into practice. They are 
suffered to mistake t?ie very ncUure of reluj^ion, 
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wiiich consists not in the experience of certain 
feelings, or the performance of certain acts of 
worship ; but in a new moral character— a heart 
and life occupied in the service of God, and in the 
discharge of every appointed duty. Indeed we 
must be very careful, or one of the best efforts of 
christian benevolence may be brought into disre- 
pute, and the gospel will have to bear the blame of 
&alts which arise from ignorance or abuse of it. 

Let therefore, christian education he jpracticalj 
particular, and positive — Let rehgious knowledge 
be esteemed as inseparably connected with vir- 
tuous practice — ^Let every doctrine be considered 
as commanding the corresponding duties. Thus 
we may remove one of the great " offences ; " pre- 
vent "the way of truth from being evil spdien 
of;" and " by the good works which others shall 
behold, cause them also to glorify God." 



VI. TRUE RELIGION IS SCRIPTURAL. 

The most valuable possession which exists in 
the world, is the^oly Bible. The cottage where 
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this blessed book i&nnderstood and believed, is 
better furnished than the most sumptuous palace 
of an heathen or ungodly prince, where the Scrip- 
tures are unknown or neglected. God ^has ordain- 
ed His own word to be the grand instrument for 
Hie improvement and final perfection of the 
human race. Separate &om this source of wis^ 
dom, all other efforts are comparatively worthless, 
all other hopes are vain. ^* The way* of man i$ 
not in himself^ it is not in man that TvalJceth 
to direct hia steps" J£B. x, 23. It is both 
arrogance and ignorance for a being, so dis- 
ordered in body, mind, and spirit, to attempt to 
renovate that which is irrecoverably wrong, unless 
the creator Blimself be pleased to sanction and 
to bless. Now the Bible is the chosen agent of 
Gody for the moral and spiritual benefit of our 
fellen race. Within its sacred pages there is 
gathered together by divine wisdom, just so much 
of doctrine, fiict, and precept as the Deity saw was 
necessary : it is also arranged in that manner 
which He considered most suitable to the various 
circumstances of the beings whom he proposed to 
teaeh ; and while there are written in Holy Sorip- 
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ture, truths so simple, ^^ that he may run who 
readeth them/' there are also revealed mysteries 
of knowledge which admiring angels ** stoop 
down to look into," 

In every country where the Bible is known 
.and possessed as the rule of i^th and practice, it 
exercises unseen influence over the general opini- 
jons, customs, and conduct of the inhabitants: 
jMid a people wiU always be found moral and virtu- 
ous, in exact proportion, as Divine Truth is read, 
yknown, and believed. 

The word of God is granted not merely to sup- 
ply the great doctrines and grand principles of 
'revealed reUgion; but it is designed to teach us 
,the particulars of obedience y to superintend the 
.education of the young y and regulate the daily 
conduct of those qfmaturer years. The solemn 
tch^rge delivered more than 3000 years ago, to the 
only nation who then enjoyed this blessing, is 
now addressed to us. ^^ Ye shall lay up these my 
words in your heart and in your soul; and ye shall 
teach ihem your children, speaking of 'them when 

i. 2 



168 SCRIPTURAL PIETY. 

thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walk- 
est hy the way, when thou liest down and when 
thou risest up." Deut. xi, 19. Our religious 
creed must be strictly conformed to this perfect 
standard of truth: "the Holy Scriptures alone are * 
able to make us wise unto salvation, through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus." 2 Tim. iii, 15. 
From the same source we must also derive the 
moral precepts and rules which are to direct our 
actions every day. IFe know neither^ until we 
are taught: and a constant application of the 
word of God is requisite, in order to overcome 
our natural propensity to error and evily both ^ 
of doctrine and practice. 

One of the highest blessings enjoyed by any 
congregation is, a constant, faithful, and full expo- 
sition of Holy Scripture: while every prejudice 
of the natural mind, and every human system is 
made humbly to bow before the entire declaration 
of the "whole counsel of God." Every religious 
community that has fallen into error, has been 
suffered to go astray because the word of God was 
kept back or perverted; and every such commu- 
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nity that has been reformed and restored, (aa the 
Church of England, about 300 years ago) has 
been so reformed and restored, by bringing to 
light, and acknowledging the authority of the 
word of God. And so also every separate parish, 
and every family, and individual, is enlightened 
and improved by precisely the same means. The 
first requisite in a christian teacher is, that he 
should well understand the truth of God. To 
every one called to the high office of ministering 
the word, St. Paul says, "Give attendance to 
reading, to exhortation to doctrine; take heed 
unto thyself and unto the doctrine; continue 
in them, for in doing this, thou shalt hoth save 
thyself and them that hear thee. 1 Tim. iv, 
13 — 16. While the congregation are required to 
follow the example of the primitive disciples who 
** received the word with all readiness of mind, and 
searched the Scriptures daily." Acts, xvii, 11. 

Many professed Christians, " make the word of 
God of none effect, by their traditions,'* (i. e. an- 
cient opinions or usages, some contrary to the 
letter, and some to the spirit of the Bible:) and 
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others n^lect the Holy Scripture?, and instead 
ihey- Q;$:^mine into,,and talk over their own inward 
desires and feelings; and so ^^ make void the lavv 
of God," by the rules and fancies of man. Bui 
he who is "perfect," (i. e. fully instructed ir 
the mysteries of God, 1 Cor. ii, 6. Eph. iv. 
11—13. Ehu.. iii, 12—15. Hbb. v, 14.) ac 
A teacher will be careful "rightly to divide th^ 
word of truth; and will earnestly desire that "the 
Mth of his hearers should not stand in the wis 
dom of wen but in the power of God." 1 Cob 
)ii, 5. And he who is "perfect," as a disciple, will 
"receive with meekness, the engrafted word, (i. e 
,jjq:}planted in the heart) able to save the soul.' 
This he will acknowledge as a "lamp to his feel 
and light to his path; and though other devices 
may seem to lead on at a quicker pace, or to poini 
.QUt amore "excellent way," he will remember thai 
the jpages of the Bible, were written expressl} 
for our learning, that we, through patience aiii 
.{import of the Scr^tureSj mifiht have hape,*^ 
^OM. -^v, 4. 

It is by the faithful improvement of the wcnri 
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of. God, that we are encoutaged' t6 estpect thfe' 
divine blessing. Other means being menre sagt^e^* 
able to the prejudices and feelings of men} \wll' 
of course seem sometimes more successful; juit 
because they accord with the natural 'disposition; 
Whatever is built on this foundation, will suflfer' 
loss, and may be finally rejected in the^dAy ctF 
trial; but the incorruptible seed, though buried^ 
or blighted for a season, will prove in due time, 
that it liveth, and abideth for ever. 1 G6tt: iii; 15. 
1 Pet. i, 23. 

The pages of this liitle volmfte may serve^tb 
shew the sort of influence which Hbly Scriptttre'- 
should exercise over the universal opinions and i 
actions of mankind. The good woman, some of 
whose words and works are here recorded, may b©^' 
considered as an example selected from the multi- 
tude of persons, who possess the Bible. We find- 
on examination that her character is remarkable : 
we proceed and are almost surprised at some of 
her excellent principles and conduct; we conti- 
nue the enquiry and discover, that evert/ ^ood' 
thing she knew or did; was good in exact pro^ 
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portion as it was scriptural. There is no piety 
in the world, no morality worthy of the name, 
save that which is scriptural. The Bihle supplies 
the motive, and the rule of all virtue. Thus the 
child "learns to grow in favor with God and 
man;" and every one in his station to perform 
his proper duty in the very manner and the very 
spirit which is best. 

It is delightful to reflect, that while this hum- 
ble woman was seated like Mary, listening to the 
Saviour's word, and striving to fulfil what she 
thus learned, in her daily practice, she had com- 
menced a work which shall not pass, but shall be 
proved eternal : for while "all flesh is as grass, and 
all the glory of man as the flower of grass — the 
grass withereth and the flower thereof falleth 
away. The word of the Lord endureth fob 
EVER." 1 Pet. i, 24—25. 

And now, my reader, pray for the gracious 
blessing of God upon this little book — ^To Him it 
is presented — ^by His power alone it can be useftJ 
— His truth written in the v.ery "words which the 
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Holy Ghost teacheth/' is recorded in every page. 
These words are quick and powerful, discerning 
the thoughts and intents of the heart, and effec- 
tually work in those who believe." Receive them 
"not as of men but of God,*' and thus expect His 
blessing. 

This volume has been composed with a sincere 
desire for your benefit; to point out some duties 
which may be overlooked; to correct some errors 
which may not be perceived; and to show, how- 
ever imperfectly, something of the character of 
scriptural piety and practical religion. It has 
been endeavoured so to arrange the whole, that 
the example and the precepts might be adapted 
for general use. And throughout, there has been 
an humble effort to exalt, not man, but God. 

Do you feel an interest in this good woman's 
character? My reader, there is a near relation- 
ship between all the members of the family of God. 
They may be separated a little longer; but wait 
a while, and "They shall come from the east and 
from the west, and from the north and from the 
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south, and sit down in the kingdom of God ; and 
their names and characters shall be recorded more 
worthily than in these perishable pages — ^The j 
shall be written for eternity ''in the Lamb's 
Book of Life'\ 
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